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Get  ready  for  1991,  not  1951 

»  Rv  Mark  Wingfield 


99 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Churches 
must  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  next 
year  will  be  1991  and  not  1951,  Lyle 
Schaller  told  a  group  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  ministers. 

Schaller,  a  church  growth  authori¬ 
ty  and  parish  consultant  with  the 
Yokefellow  Institute  in  Richmond, 
Ind.,  spoke  to  about  250  people  atten¬ 
ding  a  Models  for  Metropolitan 
Ministry  conference.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  the  six 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries,  and 
state  conventions  and  metropolitan 
associations  in  the  Northeast. 

‘There  seems  to  be  a  growing 
amount  of  evidence  that  next  year  is 
going  to  be  1991,”  Schaller  quipped, 
then  added  in  a  serious  voice,  “If 
that’s  true,  we’ve  got  problems. 

“If  it  were  going  to  be  1951,  we  might 
know  what  to  do.” 

Schaller  lamented  that  most  chur¬ 
ches  are  stuck  in  a  time  warp  that 
causes  them  to  be  30  years  behind  cur¬ 
rent  trends.  Tb  continue  to  survive  and 
grow,  churches  must  stop  planning  to 
do  in  1991  the  same  things  that  were 
effective  in  1951,  he  said 

He  discussed  four  trends  that  chur¬ 
ches  must  face:  a  changing  world, 
mega-churches,  para-church 
organizations  and  competition,  “The 


religious  scene,  especially  in  urban 
America,  is  changing  rapidly,” 
Schaller  said.  Classifying  religions  as 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  no 
longer  is  sufficient,  he  explained, 
noting  that  almost  as  many  Muslims 
worship  in  the  United  States  each 
week  as  do  Methodists. 

More  importantly,  for  the  first  time 
in  1,200  years,  a  new  religion  is  rising 
to  worldwide  prominence,  Schaller 
said:  “We  are  seeing  the  emergence 
of  a  new,  large,  rapidly  growing 
religion  on  a  worldwide  basis.  The  last 
time  this  happened  was  1,200  years 
ago  with  the  emergence  of  Islam.  Now 
it  is  happening  again  with  the  Mor¬ 
mons.” 

He  commended  Southern  Baptists 
for  being  the  only  religious  body  tak¬ 
ing  this  event  seriously.  “Fifty,  75,  or 
100  years  from  now,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was 
the  first  religious  body  on  this  conti¬ 
nent  to  take  seriously  the  emergence 
of  a  new  religion,”  he  predicted. 

A  second  issue  to  be  faced  in  the 
1990s  is  the  emergence  of  the  mega¬ 
church,  Schaller  said,  adding  that  this 
especially  is  true  for  Southern 
Baptists. 

“The  number  of  big  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  has  quadrupled  in  the 
past  30  years,”  he  explained.  “Among 


By  Mark  Wingfield 
the  long-established,  larger  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  the  only  one  to  have  such  an 
increase.” 

The  increase  in  mega-churches  has 
been  accompanied  by  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  churches  averaging  800 
or  more  in  worship  attendance. 

“The  emergence  of  the  mega¬ 
church  is  one  of  the  six  most  impor¬ 
tant  things  that  has  happened  in  my 
lifetime,”  said  Schaller,  who  is  67.  “It 
is  a  whole  new  phenomenon  in 
American  church  history.” 

Currently,  one  of  every  250  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  in  America  averages  at 
least  800  in  Sunday  worship,  he  said. 
By  comparison,  one  of  every  200 
Southern  Baptist  churches  is  that 
large. 

Yet  another  issue  to  be  faced  in  the 
1990s,  Schaller  said,  is  the  continued 
influence  of  para-church 
organizations. 

He  traced  the  emergence  of  para- 
church  groups  from  the  1960s,  noting 
that  most  were  created  to  meet  a 
“perceived  vacuum”  in  denomina¬ 
tional  programming.  The  indepen¬ 
dent,  interdenominational  organiza¬ 
tions  have  grown  to  be  more  influen¬ 
tial  in  some  areas  than  denomina¬ 
tional  programs,  he  said. 

“If  I  were  a  Southern  Baptist,  I 


would  raise  this  question:  When  and 
how  do  the  para-church  organizations 
influence  what  happens  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,” 
Schaller  said,  but  added  few  people 
ask  such  questions.  “No  one  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
discusses  this,”  he  said. 

While  the  Southern  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is  not  a 
para-church  organization,  it  came  in¬ 
to  being  the  same  way,  he  said.  “WMU 
came  into  existence  out  of  a  percep¬ 
tion  of  a  vacuum”  in  missions 
education. 

In  the  1990s,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Alliance  is  one  organization  that  has 
been  created  out  of  another  perceiv¬ 
ed  vacuum,  Schaller  said.  The 
denomination  will  have  to  decide 
whether  organizations  like  the 
Alliance  —  created  as  a  result  of  11 
years  of  denominational  fighting  — 
are  para-church  organizations  or 
something  else,  he  said. 

Another  trend  for  the  1990s  is  that 
churches  must  compete  more  for  at¬ 
tention,  Schaller  said.  “In  some  ways, 
the  most  significant  pattern  in 
metropolitan  missions  is  competi¬ 
tion.”  He  said  this  is  not  a  new  word 
for  churches  but  is  one  that  can  now 
be  spoken  out  loud.  “We  have  people 
who  are  25, 35, 45  years  old  who,  when 


they  get  up  on  Sunday  morning,  feel 
they  have  a  right  to  choose  whatever 
church  they  want  to  go  to.” 

This  lack  of  institutional  and  church 
loyalty  “is  disturbing  to  peoplt  of  my 
eeneration,”  Schaller  said. 

Pastors  can  no  longer  count  on  a 
high  level  of  denominational  or 
church  loyalty  to  fill  their  pews  on 
Sundays,  Schaller  warned.  Instead, 
the  churches  that  attract  people  are 
the  churches  that  distinguish 
themselves  in  some  way. 

This  is  another  reason  the  mega- 
churches  have  been  successful, 
Schaller  said.  “What  they  have  done 
is  made  church  interesting.  Today, 
folks  want  worship  to  be  interesting.” 

Television  has  influenced  this  trend 
more  than  anything,  he  said. 

“Television  has  radically  changed 
the  public  discourse.  Television  has 
said  it’s  up  to  whoever  is  talking  to 
grab  your  attention.  We  used  to  think 
it  was  your  responsibility  to  stay 
awake  and  listen,"  Schaller  said. 

This  trend  affects  both  rural  and 
metropolitan  churches,  he  explained. 
“In  western  Kansas,  you’re  not  in 
rural  America.  In  northern  Mississip¬ 
pi,  you’re  not  in  rural  America. 
Regardless  of  where  you  are,  you’re 
not  in  rural  America ;  you’re  in  televi¬ 
sion  land.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB 


YA  chaplain  helps  addicts  restore  faith  in  God 


DUBLIN,  Ga.  —  When  addiction 
steals  the  faith  of  veterans,  Chaplain 
Tim  Brown  extends  a  hand  to  draw 
them  back  to  God.  Brown,  a  chaplain 
at  the  Veterans  Administration 
hospital  in  Dublin,  Ga.,  is  a  Southern 
Baptist  endorsed  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Chaplains  Commission. 

Brown  specializes  in  treating  pa¬ 
tients  with  addictions  to  alcohol  and 
drugs.  As  chaplain  he  is  part  of  a  four- 
member  team  assigned  to  every  pa¬ 
tient  who  checks  into  the  VA  hospital 
for  a  28-day  treatment  program. 

“Because  of  addiction,  the  person 
begins  to  lose  everything  that’s  impor¬ 
tant  in  his  life,”  Brown  explains. 
“Spirituality  is  the  first  thing  to  go.” 

In  his  initial  spirituality  survey. 
Brown  asks  patients  what  spirituali¬ 
ty  means  to  them  and  what  role  it 
plays  in  their  addiction  and  treat¬ 
ment.  Most  patients  at  the  central 
Georgia  hospital  answer  that  if  they 
trust  God,  he  will  help  them  overcome 
their  problems.  That  answer  reflects 
the  religious  upbringing  mo6t  of  the 
Bible  Belt  patients  have  experienced. 
Brown  says.  About  90  percent  of  all 
the  hospital’s  patients  are  from 
evangelical  Protestant  backgrounds. 
More  than  half  identify  themselves  as 
Baptists. 

However,  the  damage  of  addiction 
is  illustrated  by  another  question  on 
the  survey,  which  asks  how  often  the 
patient  currently  attends  church. 


Most  classify  their  attendance 
somewhere  between  never  and 
seldom,  he  reports.  Because  of  their 
addiction,  the  patients  have  usually 
become  shut  out  by  the  church,  Brown 
says.  “They  feel  condemned  by  socie¬ 
ty.  There  is  a  misconception  that  the 
church  is  being  judgmental  of  them. 
I  usually  tell  them :  ‘It’s  not  that  peo¬ 
ple  have  negative  feelings  toward  you, 
personally,  but  toward  your  addiction ; 
and  up  to  this  point,  your  addiction 
has  had  control  of  your  life.’  ” 


"You  are  a  person  of 
worth  .  .  .” 


Brown  assures  each  patient,  “Ycu 
are  a  person  of  worth,  and  you  can 
grow  beyond  this  addiction.”  He 
bridges  the  gap  between  the  church 
and  the  person  who  feels  rejected  by 
the  church. 

“As  a  representative  of  the  church, 
I’m  able  to  get  the  message  of  the 
church  to  people  at  a  time  when  they 
need  to  hear  it  most,”  Brown  explains. 
“I  feel  like  the  church  has  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  these  people  as  a  mission. 
Without  a  chaplain  here,  there  would 
be  a  vacuum  in  their  overall  treat¬ 
ment  program.  Their  chances  of 
recovering  would  be  diminished 
greatly.” 

Brown  believes  a  patient’s  recovery 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

is  directly  related  to  his  spiritual 
growth.  So  without  forcing  a  religion 
on  patients,  he  encourages  them  to 
grow  in  honesty,  purity,  unselfishness 
and  love. 

“We  give  patients  a  chance  to  look 
at  their  spiritual  values  in  a  non- 
judgmental  environment,”  he  says. 
“Most  come  to  a  better  understanding 
of  their  faith  and  commitment  to  it.” 

One  such  patient  is  Billy  Morgan, 
who  successfully  completed  the  VA’s 
treatment  program  for  alcoholism 
and  is  now  artist-in-residence  at  the 
hospital. 

Morgan  served  in  both  the  Army 
and  the  Navy,  with  a  tour  of  duty  in 
Vietnam.  After  returning  to  Georgia 
from  military  service,  he  began  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career  as  a  painter.  Some  of 
his  rural  scenes  hung  in  the  White 
House  during  the  Carter  president 
But  by  the  time  Morgan  was  stru 
with  a  heart  attack  in  1985,  he  had  h' 
bottom  —  emotionally  and  spiritual 
ly.  “I  was  like  the  prodigal  son,”  he 
says.  “I  had  wandered  off.” 

After  recovering  from  the  heart  at 
tack,  Morgan  entered  the  addiction 
treatment  program,  where  he  met 
Brown. 

“Chaplains  are  important  for  peo 
pie  like  me  who  have  strayed,” 
Morgan  says.  “The  reverends  can 
come  and  pull  them  back  to  God.  I 

Git  had  to  come  back  and  grab  God’s 
nd  again.  I  know  I’m  a  Christian 


now.  There’s  something  between  God 
and  me  It’s  a  power  greater  than  life.” 

Through  his  search  for  spirituality, 
Morgan  said  he  was  humbled  to 
realize  his  dependence  upon  God.  He 
believes  he  might  have  come  to  that 
point  on  his  own  with  time,  but  was 


helped  along  the  way  by  Brown. 

“You  have  to  have  someone  to  help 
you,”  he  says,  comparing  the 
chaplain’s  role  to  that  of  a  carpenter 
training  an  apprentice  “The  chaplain 
will  listen  and  help  you.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  FMB. 


Chaplain  Tim  Brown  (right)  stands  with  Billy  Morgan  in  front  of  a  painting  Morgan 
did  for  the  Veterans  Administration  hospital  in  Dublin,  Ga.  Morgan,  whose  works  have 
hung  in  the  White  House,  encountered  Brown  through  the  hospital’s  addiction  treat¬ 
ment  program.  Through  the  program,  Brown  helped  the  artist  renew  his  faith  in  God. 
“I  just  had  to  come  back  and  grab  God's  hand  again,”  Morgan  said.  (Photo  by  Mark 
Wingfield) 
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For  many  years  this  writer  has  felt 
that  the  public  relations  office  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  was  not  the  logical 
place  for  an  objective  news  service. 
Southern  Baptists’  news  service,  Bap¬ 
tist  Press,  however,  is  housed  with  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Baptist  Press  was  formed  44  years 
ago  at  the  insistence  of  the  editors  of 
the  Baptist  state  papers  in  order  that 
there  might  be  a  central  office  of  Bap¬ 
tist  news.  The  Sunday  School  Board 
volunteered  to  handle  the  operation, 
but  soon  it  was  felt  that  an  agency  was 
not  the  proper  place  for  such  a  ser¬ 
vice.  It  was  moved  to  the  Executive 
Committee  to  provide  protection  from 
pressures  that  would  hinder  objectivi¬ 
ty.  Through  the  years  it  has  grown 
tremendously  until  it  now  is  a  full¬ 
blown,  nationwide  news  gathering  and 
dissemination  agency  with  five 
bureaus  in  strategic  places. 

Baptist  Press  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  the  state  papers  and  some  400 
secular  news  outlets  which  it  serves. 
It  is  known  as  a  straightforward,  ob¬ 
jective  news  source  that  has  come  to 
be  a  recognized  source  of  help. 

Through  the  years  the  state  papers 
have  been  satisfied  with  the  work  of 
Baptist  Press.  The  news  service  has 
served  well  with  fairness  and  objec¬ 
tivity.  It  has  been  dependable. 
Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  that  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Executive  Committee 
evidently  told  Harold  Bennett,  presi  ¬ 
dent  of  the  Executive  Committee,  that 
the  director  of  Baptist  Press,  A1 


Shackleford,  and  the  news  director, 
Dan  Martin,  would  have  to  go. 

That  is  exactly  the  reason  this 
writer  felt  that  a  public  relations  of¬ 
fice  was  not  the  place  for  a  news  ser¬ 
vice  The  aims  of  a  public  relations  of¬ 
fice  and  a  news  service  can  be  found 
at  cross  purposes  with  each  other.  A 
public  relations  office  will  make  its 
agency  understood  by  the  public  and 
make  the  agency  look  good  if  it  can. 
A  news  service  will  provide  the  news 
regardless  of  its  effect. 

Readers  will  notice  a  story  by  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  related  to  the  effort  to 
remove  the  two  newsmen  and  also  a 
statement  by  Sam  Pace,  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  The  two 
statements  are  not  in  agreement. 
Through  the  years,  Baptist  Press  has 
been  known  for  its  accuracy;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  feel  that  its  ef¬ 
forts  have  changed. 

Baptists  operate  in  a  pure 
democracy.  There  is  no  hierarchy. 
Every  Baptist  makes  his  decisions 
based  on  information  he  has 
available;  and,  for  that  reason,  there 
must  be  an  accurate  and  objective 
news  flow. 

Not  all  of  the  news  has  been 
favorable  to  some  members  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Only  the  nature  of 
the  news  has  been  challenged,  not  its 
accuracy. 

Baptists  have  known  what  has  been 
going  on  in  convention-related  mat¬ 
ters  because  of  Baptist  Press. 
Because  they  have  known  what  has 
been  going  on,  the  newsmen  are  be¬ 


ing  asked  to  leave. 

Pace’s  statement  notes  that  “The  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Executive  Committee 
deeply  regret  the  unfortunate,  ill- 
timed,  and  inaccurate  press 
release  . . .”  The  fact  is  that  news  is 
not  judged  as  being  fortunate  or  un¬ 
fortunate  or  by  being  ill-timed.  News 
is  news  when  it  happens,  fortunate  or 
unfortunate,  and  cannot  be  ill-timed. 
“Objective  journalistic  ethics”  would 
demand  that  the  news  be  made  known 
just  as  it  was.  And  Baptist  Press  has 
always  been  known  for  its  accuracy 
and  integrity. 

Fundamentalists  call  for  following 
the  lead  of  the  presidents  of  the  con¬ 
vention;  but,  in  a  news  conference 
following  his  election,  President  Mor¬ 
ris  Chapman  declared  that  he  was  not 
in  favor  of  firing  people  to  achieve  fun¬ 
damentalist  objectives.  This  action 
was  initiated  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  officers  the  day  following  the 
election. 

Baptist  Press  generally  was 
fashioned  into  what  it  is  today  during 
the  tenure  of  W.  C.  Fields,  former 
pastor  in  Mississippi  and  former 
editor  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Near  the 
end  of  his  tenure  a  group  of  professors 
of  journalism  faculties  surveyed  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  and  found  it  to  be  fair  and 
objective  Two  years  ago  both  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association 
and  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
surveyed  Baptist  Press,  after  a  year 
under  the  direction  of  A1  Shackleford, 
and  both  groups  found  the  same  thing 
—  fairness  and  objectivity. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

The  right  to  free  speech 


By  Will  McRaney 

Webster’s  Dictionary  defines  “con¬ 
trol”  as  the  power  to  direct  or 
regulate.  “Control”  is  the  opposite  of 
“freedom.”  Paul  Scherer  said,  “We 
find  freedom  when  we  find  God;  we 
lose  it  when  we  lose  him.”  If  one  wants 
to  control,  then  editorial  freedom, 
academic  freedom,  or  freedom  of  con¬ 
science  (soul  competency)  cannot  be 
allowed.  I  fear  that  we  are  losing  him 
in  many  areas  of  our  denominational 
life. 

I  am  becoming  increasingly 
distressed  over  many  of  the  recent 
tragic  events  at  some  of  our  key 
denominational  meetings,  especially 
those  held  by  our  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  trustees  of  our  Southern 
Baptist  institutions  and  agencies. 

Recent  discussion  by  the  trustees  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board  concerning 
its  president,  Lloyd  Elder,  the  events 
surrounding  the  rejection  of  the  Pen¬ 
ningtons  to  appointment  by  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  the  error 
made  by  part  of  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee  in  carrying  out  the  proper  pro¬ 
cess  in  the  selection  of  a  trustee  to  fill 
the  vacant  Mississippi  trustee  position 
on  the  Home  Mission  Board,  the 
vicious  attacks  on  Dr.  Roy  Honeycutt 


( president  of  Southern  Seminary ) ,  the 
threat  to  fire  Dr.  Russell  Dilday  by  the 
Southwestern  Seminary  trustees,  and 
the  resignations  of  several  leaders  in 
key  positions  oveT  the  last  couple  of 
years  have  all  led  to  rising  concern 
over  the  way  in  which  matters,  and, 
more  importantly,  people  are  being 
handled  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  These  people  have  trained 
your  pastors,  written  materials  you 
have  read,  led  out  in  mission 
endeavors,  and  led  and  defended  our 
denominational  work.  Are  all  these 
people  worthy  of  repeated  attacks? 
“You  shall  know  them  by  their  fruit!” 

Since  our  annual  meeting  in  June, 
two  more  fine  Southern  Baptists 
leaders  have  come  under  attack  by 
the  officers  and  subcommittee  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Committee.  A1 
Shackleford,  the  director  for  Baptist 
Press,  and  Dan  Martin,  the  news 
editor  for  Baptist  Press,  have  been 
asked  to  resign  quietly;  but,  thankful¬ 
ly,  they  did  not  do  so.  It  has  been 
reported  across  the  United  States  that 
Sam  Pace,  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  felt  “the  denomination 
would  be  better  served  by  handling 
this  quietly  and  graciously"  and  that 
committee  president  Harold  Bennett, 
give  “the  removal  notice  in  the  ‘most 


loving'  manner.”  It  should  be  noted 
that  Harold  Bennett  refused  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Subcommittee  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

What  is  “this”?  “This”  is  the  firing 
of  two  men,  solely  because  they  can¬ 
not  be  controlled  and  manipulated  by 
a  few  men  in  the  ruling  party.  The  at¬ 
tempt  to  fire  these  men  is  not  because 
of  their  theology,  not  because  of  their 
performance,  and  not  because  of  the 
accuracy  of  their  coverage.  Then  why 
is  “this”  happening  to  two  Southern 
Baptist  leaders? 

I  have  not  heard  a  complaint  con¬ 
cerning  the  theology  of  these  two  men. 
Additionally,  I  have  only  seen  words 
of  praise  for  the  quality  and  manner 
in  which  these  men  do  their  work.  An 
editor  of  a  state  paper  stated  that 
these  men  “have  stuck  to  the  ethics  of 
journalism  right  down  the  line”  I  have 
not  seen  a  single  challenge  to  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  these  men’s  reporting. 
These  men  and  others  at  the  Baptist 
Press  do  not  create  facts  or  stories, 
they  only  report  them,  regardless  of 
who  likes  them  and  who  would  rather 
the  facts  be  untold.  NBC  does  not  call 
the  White  House  and  ask  if  they  can 
report  a  story,  nor  do  they  allow  the 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


!  I<  A\  J 


As  late  as  Monday  of  this  week, 
there  were  reports  that  the  Executive 
Committee  officers  were  seeking  to 
negotiate  with  Shackleford  and  Mar¬ 
tin  to  obtain  their  resignations  rather 
than  go  through  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  called  meeting  on  July  17, 
which  is  expected  to  cost  about  $40,000 
of  Cooperative  FTogram  money. 

Because  they  feel  there  is  no  reason 
for  their  resignations,  the  two  have 
refused.  What  they  have  done,  and 
what  the  Executive  Committee  of¬ 
ficers  are  upset  about,  is  to  make  ‘fell 
of  the  story”  available  to  news  outlets. 

Following  the  Bill  Moyers  interview 
with  Paul  Pressler,  an  Executive 
Committee  member,  which  was  aired 
on  public  television,  same  Executive 
Committee  members  took  exception 
to  the  content  of  the  program. 
Pressler  claimed  that  some  of  it  was 
rigged.  Moyers  claimed  that  it  wasn’t 


and  asked  time  to  defend  his  program 
before  the  Executive  Committee. 
Pressler  had  ended  the  interview 
when  Moyers  began  to  question  him 
about  his  right-wing  political  in¬ 
volvements. 

Moyers  withdrew  his  request  to  be 
heard  through  a  letter  sent  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  chairman, 
Charles  Sullivan,  saying,  “There  is  no 
way  to  get  a  fair  hearing  from  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  that  has  become 
a  rubber  stamp  for  a  secular  politi¬ 
cian  who  has  infected  this  Christian 
fellowship  with  the  partisan  tactics  of 
malice,  manipulation  and  untruth. 
Under  his  thumb,  you  do  only  his  will. 
I  want  no  part  of  it.” 

The  Executive  Committee  met  two 
days  later  and  made  no  mention  of  the 
letter,  just  that  Moyers  had  withdrawn 
his  request.  Baptist  Press  was  told  not 
to  report  the  matter.  Moyers,  however, 
had  sent  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  Mar¬ 
tin  also,making  it  a  public  matter.  A 
story  was  written  and  distributed. 

This  upset  Pressler  and  some  other 
members  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee.  What  they  must  realize,  however, 
is  that  state  papers  and  secular  news 
outlets  would  have  been  able  to  get  the 


letter  anyway;  and  it  was  much  bet¬ 
ter  to  have  had  a  story  written  than 
to  have  “stonewalled”  the  situation. 

Some  Executive  Commitee 
members  also  became  upset  when 
Baptist  Press  carried  a  story  about 
the  fact  that  David  Montoya  had 
bolted  the  fundamentalist  group  after 
seeing  tactics  being  used  in  the  SBC 
Committee  on  Nominations.  But  there 
again,  the  story  would  have  surfaced 
anyway.  And  it  did. 

There  was  anger  when  Baptist 
Press  declined  to  carry  a  separate 
story  on  the  endorsement  of  SBC 
President  Morris  Chapman  by  Fort 
Worth  pastor  Joel  Gregory.  Baptist 
Press  explained  that  to  carry  a  story 
about  one  Baptist  endorsing  another 
one  would  soon  get  out  of  hand  and 
could  not  be  done. 

Thus  it  seems  that  some  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  members  want  to 
control  the  news  relating  to  Southern 
Baptists.  That  cannot  be  allowed  to 
happen.  At  this  point,  howewgr,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  officers,  while 
they  are  continuing  to  negotiate  for 
the  resignations  of  the  two,  have  not 
made  any  specific  charges.  They  just 
want  the  two  to  be  gone  Baptist  Press 
was  forbidden  to  carry  the  continuing 
aspects  of  that  story  and  also  the 
details  of  a  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  state  paper  editors  last  week 
at  Dallas-Fort  Worth  airport,  which 
was  an  open  meeting. 

Mississippi  Baptists  wishing  to  get 
in  touch  with  Mississippi’s  Executive 
Committee  members  may  write 
James  Yates  at  P.  O.  Box  12,  Yazoo  Ci¬ 
ty,  MS  39194;  Russell  Bush  at  1101  N. 
Main  St.,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401;  and 
Larry  Otis  at  645  Jefferson  St.,  Tupelo, 
MS  38801. 

It  is  regrettable  when  leaders  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  have 
such  an  intense  need  to  alter  or 
squelch  the  news  that  those  who  pro¬ 
vide  the  news  are  told  that  they  can 
no  longer  serve. 

It  is  a  modern  illustration  of  the 
age-old  concept  of  doing  away  with 
the  messenger  because  of  not  liking 
the  message. 
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Baptist  editors  affirm 
Baptists’  right  to  know 


By  Marv  Knox 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


IRVING,  Texas  —  Southern  Baptist  for  a  discussion  of  any  charges 
newspaper  editors  have  affirmed  against  them.” 

Baptists’  “right  to  know”  and  sup-  Editors  said  they  took  separate  ac- 
ported  Baptist  Press  staff  members  tions  because  the  possible  firings  of 
Alvin  C.  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin.  Shackleford  and  Martin  demanded 
The  Southern  Baptist  Press  immediate,  specific  response;  and  the 
Associatio/i,  comprised  of  the  editors  affirmation  of  Baptists’  right  to  know 
of  the  convention’s  38  state  newsjour-  represents  a  larger  concern,  which 
nals,  took  the  actions  during  a  called  should  be  addressed  at  this  point  in 
meeting  July  6-7  in  Irving,  Texas.  the  convention’s  history. 

Their  meeting  followed  recent  The  right-to-know  statement  was 
demands  for  the  resignations  of  Bap-  adopted  unanimously.  Its  preamble 
tist  Press  Director  Shackleford  and  states:  “Based  on  biblical  and  historic 
News  Editor  Martin.  The  demands  Baptist  principles,  we,  the  members 
were  made  by  the  officers  of  the  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Press  Associa- 
Southem  Baptist  Executive  Commit-  tion,  believe  in  the  right  of  and  need 
Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First  tee,  which  houses  the  central  office  of  for  Baptists  to  have  full,  free  access 

Baptist  Press,  the  convention’s  news  to  the  news  and  information  of  their 
president.  Chapman  decisively  service.  denomination.  We  believe  in  the  vital 

i-  The  statement  on  Baptists’  right  to  role  Baptist  Press  fulfills  in  securing 

itors’  belief  in  that  right.” 

Those  beliefs  lead  to  the  four  affir¬ 
mations,  the  statement  notes.  They 
The  resolution  on  Baptist  Press  ex-  are : 

'  »  —  “We  affirm  our  desire  to  continue 

housed  at  the  Executive  Committee  “suppress  a  free  religious  press,”  the  partnership  with  Baptist  Press 
since  its  inception  in  an  effort  to  pro-  commended  Shackleford  and  Martin  news  service,  which  has  served 
tect  it  from  efforts  to  muzzle,  silence,  and  urged  the  Executive  Committee  Southern  Baptists  well  since  1946.  We 
or  control  the  news. 

Currently,  it  carries  more  than  1,200 
news  and  feature  stories  about  the 
events,  personalities,  agencies,  and 
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Shackleford  and  Martin 
are  told  to  resign  at  BP 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A1  mittee,  at  4  p.m.  in  the  Hyatt  Regen 
Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin  have  cy  Hotel  in  New  Orleans,  site  of  the  Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  as 
been  told  to  resign  as  director  and  1990  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC.  l 

news  editor  of  Baptist  Press,  news  ser-  During  the  organizational  meeting,  defeated  Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Dun- 
vice  of  the  Southern  Baptist  three  of  the  officers  were  re-elected  to  woody  Church  in  suburban  Atlanta,  know  emphasized  the 
Convention.  second  terms.  They  are  Chairman  Moderate  standard  bearer.  that  principle  and  listed  four  affirma 

The  six  officers  of  the  SBC  Ex-  Sam  Pace,  director  of  associational  Baptist  Press,  which  was  founded  in  tions  regarding  its  protection, 
ecutive  Committee  instructed  Harold  missions  in  Lawton,  Okla.;  Vice  1947  at  the  request  of, the  editors  of  the 
C.  Bennett,  president  of  the  Executive  Chairman  Paul  Pressler  a  state  ap-  state  Baptist  newspapers,  has  been  pressed  concern  with  the  move  to 

Committee,  to  tell  Shackleford  and  peals  court  judge  from  Houston  and  fc - 1  “*  ““-*** — ^ - - - —  -  - ” 

Martin  to  either  resign  or  they  would  Secretary  Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cof- 
be  dealt  with  harshly.’  tage  Hill  Church  in  Mobile,  Ala 

On  June  19,  Bennett  conveyed  the  —  ..  .. 

message  to  Shackleford  and  Martin.  Th®  othe/"  officers  are  ap- 
They  were  told  if  they  resigned  quiet-  P°inte?£  cb?ir  the  three  subcommit- 
ly,  they  would  be  continued  on  the  ?f  Executive  Committee  by 
payroll  through  the  end  of  the  fiscal  ^.e,ected  off'cers  ™?y  are  Oiarte 
year,  Sept.  30,  but  would  neither  at-  fidhvan  pastor  of  First  Church 
tend  nor  report  on  the  Sept.  17-19  Lenoir  City,  Ttenn.,  administrative  and 

meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee.  S  sutbcomf 

Shackleford  and  Martin  also  were  J?avi<?  Hankins,  pastor  of 

offered  “up  to  six  months”  salary  and  Tn™ty  Lake  Charles,  La., 

benefits  after  September  if  they  were  bu^,and  fl™nuce  subcommittee, 
unemployed,  but  only  on  the  condition  ai?d]  Wl  banVT  Harrell,  pastor  of 
they  kept  silent  and  no  state  Baptist 

editor  came  to  their  defense.  ^ra/nand  budget  subcommittee 

By  late  June,  neither  Shackleford  .  Vndek  E«cut,ve  ^m.m,ttee 
nor  Martin  had  responded  to  the  by  laws,  the  of  ficers  as  a  body  have  no 
reguest  stated  authority  to  elect  or  dismiss 

The  future  of  Baptist  Press  is  *taff  members  of  the  Executive 
unclear,  since  Shackleford  and  Mar-  LomrniUee 

tin  are  the  only  professional  staff  Baptist  Press,  which  has  received 
members  producing  the  news  service  high  marks  from  secular  and 
The  third  member  of  the  professional  denominational  journalists  for  its  ob- 


Youth  Night 
July  27 


Youth  Night  ’90  will  take  place  at 
the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson  on  Friday,  July  27. 

The  program  begins  at  7  p.m., 
preceded  by  pre-program  activity 
at  6:40. 

Jerry  Johnston,  author  and 
youth  speaker  will  be  the  con¬ 
ference  speaker.  Actor  Doug  Berky 
will  perform.  And  the  musical 
group  Truth  will  present  a  concert. 

Youth  Night  is  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  is  free  to  high  school  or 
college  students  and  their 
sponsors.  „ 


State  gifts 
leap  ahead 
of  budget 


Clarification  statement  on 


In  the  wake  of  the  announcement  by  Committee  went  on  record  that  Bap-  truth  and  are  seeking  to  deprive  them  the  Executive  Committee,  for  Dr. 
officers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  tist  Press  is  as  fair  and  balanced  as  of  their  access  to  a  fair,  objective,  and  Bennett,  and  for  our  president,  Dr. 
vention  Executive  Committee  that  the  is  humanly  possible.  The  six  officers  balanced  news  service.”  Morris  Chapman,  as  all  Southern 

employment  of  Baptist  Press  staff  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  Finally  there  was  a  statement  from  Baptists  anticipate  the  enlargement 
members  A1  Shackleford  and  Dan  have  no  authority  to  fire  anyone,  David  Maddox,  a  layman  from  —  the  ‘broadening’  —  of  the  tent.” 

Martin  could  be  terminated,  several  therefore  they  instructed  Executive  Fullerton,  Calif.,  who  served  two  A  ,  th  pY„riltjvp 

statements  from  people  involved  have  Committee  President-Treasurer  terms  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  uQC  yJLn  <-«♦  f„r  iniv  17 

been  made  known.  Harold  C.  Bennett  to  ask  for  the  Committee,  ending  three  years  ago.  ^*4 nnina  at  in  a  m  The  meeting  is 

Shackleford  is  vice-president  for  resignations.  It  is  a  sad  day  in  He  was  chairman  when  Shackleford  *  t  ahflll.  ,  re¬ 
public  relations  for  the  Executive  Southern  Baptist  life  when  the  of-  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  32  to  26.  He  4  »» tii  Pyo-nH™  rnrmnit’ 

Committee  and  thus  director  of  Bap-  ficers  of  the  Executive  Committee  use  said.  ^^iltoafive^  CoSSn 

tist  Press.  Martinis  news  director  for  this  kind  of  raw  power  and  Southern  “I  am  amazed  that  the  officers  *__Qno„— 

Baptist  Press.  Martin  has  held  his  Baptists  tolerate  it.  would  do  this:  first,  because  .  •  at  8  a  m 

post  for  10  years.  Shackleford  left  the  Shackleford,  who  has  spent  30  years  dismissals  have  not  been  a  part  of  the  8  ■n*’ 

editorship  of  the  Baptist  and  Reflec-  in  Southern  Baptist  journalism  as  has  conservatives  groups,  plans;  second.  The  stated  purpose  of  the  meeting 
tor  of  Tennessee  to  assume  his  post  Martin,  said:  because  I  have  read  that  the  new  SBC  is  “to  consider  the  termination  of  the 

just  over  three  years  ago.  “In  reality,  action  by  the  officers  of  president,  Morris  Chapman,  in  a  employment  of  Vice-President  for 

J.  B.  Fowler,  a  former  Mffeitelppi  the  Executive  Committee  is  not  just  press  conference  following  his  elec-  Public  Relations  Alvin  C.  Shackleford 
pastor  and  now  editor  of  the  Baptist  to  control  the  director  of  Baptist  tion,  stated  that  he  was  satisfied  with  and  News  Editor  Dan  Martin  and  any 
New  Mexican,  is  president  of  the  Press  nor  even  Baptist  Press  itself.  Baptist  Press;  and  third,  my  ex-  other  item  of  business  which  may  pro- 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association,  but  rather  an  attempt  to  control  the  perience  on  the  Executive  Committee  perly  come  before  the  Executive 
the  organization  of  Baptist  state  right  and  responsibility  of  Baptist  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  of-  Committee.” 
paper  edi tors.  He  issued  the  following  church  members  to  know  what  is  hap-  ficers  do  not  have  the  power  to  A  letter  announcing  the  called 
statement:  pening  in  their  denomination.  This  is  dismiss  or  to  offer  a  severance  meeting  went  out  over  the  signature 

“  A1  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin  a  violation  of  a  treasured  Baptist  prin-  package  to  induce  the  resignations  of  of  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  of  the 
have  bent  over  backwards  to  be  fair  ciple,  and  I  believe  that  Baptists  have  any  staff  people.  Executive  Committee.  Sam  Pace,  the 

in  reporting  Baptist  news.  Not  more  the  right  to  know  that  these  officers  “We  all  need  to  pray  very  earnestly  chairman  of  the  committee,  called  the 
than  two  years  ago  the  SBC  Executive  do  not  trust  them  (Baptists)  with  the  fqr  A1  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin,  meeting. 
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Editors  affirm  “ri 


Committee  issues  response 
to  Baptist  Press  story 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Shackleford  and  Mr.  Martin  from 
responsible,  balanced,  accurate  infor-  their  key  positions  of  responsibility; 
mation  about  Baptist  witness  and  and  calls  upon  the  SBC  Executive 
ministries  in  our  respective  states  and  Committee  to  provide  Mr.  Shackleford 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.”  and  Mr.  Martin  a  fair  and  open  forum 
The  resolution  of  Baptist  Press,  for  a  discussion  of  any  and  all  charges 
adopted  with  one  dissenting  vote,  was  against  them,  with  full  opportunity  for 
passed  less  than  two  weeks  before  a  response.” 

July  17  called  Executive  Committee  The  lone  dissent  to  the  resolution 
meeting  to  discuss  the  fate  of  A1  was  made  by  Tammi  Ledbetter, 
Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin.  managing  editor  of  the  Indiana 

;  ,,  ,  -  ,  -  .  ...  .  .  Committee  Chairman  Sam  Pace,  a  Baptist, 

graciously  through  the  good  offices  row  majority  to  be  vice-president  for  director  of  associational  missions  She  later  told  her  colleagues; 

from  Lawton,  Okla.,  called  the  “While  there  is  much  in  this  statement 
meeting  “to  consider  the  termination  that  I  endorse,  I  cannot  in  good  cons- 
of  the  employment”  of  the  two  jour-  cience  affirm  every  element  of  this 
nalists,  according  to  an  announce-  resolution  .... 
ment  by  committee  President  Harold  “I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  have 
C.  Bennett.  been  failures  on  the  part  of  Baptist 

The  editors’  resolution  states,  Press  in  the  reporting  of  our 
“Unrestricted  access  to  news  and  in-  denomination.  This  resolution  fails  to 
formation,  provided  in  an  objective  acknowledge  any  problem.  Further- 
and  balanced  manner,  is  essential  in  more,  I  believe  it  is  to  be  not  only  the 
maintaining  the  health  and  vitality  of  prerogative,  but  the  stated  respon- 
any  organization,  including  the  sibility  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  . . .  address  such  matters  and  deal  with 

“Baptist  Press  has  ably  and  con-  ...  ,  „  ,  .. 

sistently  provided  such  information  caff,  meetin8  was 

for  Baptist  state  papers,  as  well  as  moved  up  because  of  the  recent  cnsis 

other  media  outlets,  since  its  incep-  at  B^t,Prff- |ai£  P"*8  a.sstocia; 
tion  in  1946  ..  .  (Shackleford  and  Mar  tion  President  J.  B  .Fowler,  editor  of 

tin)  have  continued  this  tradition  of  h^%>A  Sd  intended 

to  meet  in  September  to  further 
develop  our  networking  system,  which 
has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  six 
years,”  he  said.  “But  when  the  future 
The  resolution  notes  that  the  editors  of  BP  became  uncertain,  this  meeting 

.  “  '  “  1. 

“It  was  called  to  ensure  that  the 
SBPA  has  a  free  flow  of  information 
to  share  with  the  people  in  the  pews.” 

was  called  after 
Shackleford  and  Martin  had  been  told 
to  resign  but  before  the  July  17  Ex- 
The  editors  record  their  profound  ecutive  Committee  meeting  had  been 

called.  Editors  from  22  sfhte  papers 
attended. 

The  editors  also  named  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  “work  out  options”  for  sharing 
ipensible  infor-  news  stories  among  themselves.  They 
are  editors  James  Watters  of  the 
Northwest,  Quentin  Lockwood  Jr.  of 
New  York  and  Fletcher  Allen  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  associate  editors  Toby 


response  to  the  Baptist  Press  story  on  and  regular  channels  of  thfe  president  public  relations  of  the  Executive  Corn- 
Page  3  concerning  the  termination  of  of  the  Executive  Committee.  After  mittee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
Baptist  Press  staffers  Al  Shackerford,  prayerful  and  serious  discussion.  Dr.  vention.  He  then  requested  that  the 
director,  and  Dan  Martin,  news  direc-  Bennett  agreed  to  facilitate  the  sug-  Executive  Committee  give  him  a  year 
tor.  As  noted  in  the  Baptist  Press  gestions  of  the  officers  in  the  most  lov-  to  prove  he  would  be  fair,  equitable, 
story,  the  other  officers  of  the  Ex-  ing  and  considerate  manner  possible  and  balanced  with  Baptist  Press. 
ecutive  Com  m  ittee  are  Paul  Pressler,  In  view  of  a  prospective  reorganiza-  After  more  than  three  years,  the  ever- 
vice-chairman,  and  Fred  Wolfe,  tion  of  the  Executive  Committee  staff,  increasing  perception  of  the  vast  ma- 
secretary.  Subcommittee  chairmen  it  was  deemed  an  appropriate  time  to  jority  of  Executive  Committee 
also  join  the  officers  group.  Those  make  these  major  changes.  members  is  that  the  very  opposite  has 

chairmen  are  Charles  Sullivan,  ad-  The  officers  of  the  Executive  Com-  proven  to  be  true. 
ministrative  and  convention  ar-  mittee  deeply  regret  the  unfortunate.  Knowing  the  strong  sentiments  of 
rangements  subcommittee;  David  ill-timed,  and  inaccurate  press  the  majority  of  the  Executive  Com- 
Hankins,  business  and  finance  sub-  release  written  and  released  by  Alvin  mittee  members,  the  six  officers 
committee;  and  William  Harrell,  pro-  C.  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin  on  sought  a  course  of  action  that  would 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee,  their  own  behalf.  They  also  regret  the  better  serve  the  cause  of  peace  and 
Readers  will  notice  a  change  of  style  breakdown  of  confidentiality  agreed,  fairness  for  the  denomination  had  that 
in  the  final  paragraph.  —  Editor  upon  with  Dr.  Bennett  in  the  handling  course  of  action  been  allowed  to  take 

of  the  situation,  as  well  as  the  lack  of  its  designed  direction. 

By  Sam  Pace  objective  journalistic  ethics  Bennett  stated  that  in  talking  with 

The  three  officers  of  the  Executive  demonstrated  in  the  writing  of  the  Shackleford  and  Martin,  he  did  not  Pr?^ess|®na*  service  witti  exceptional 
Committee  and  the  chairmen  of  the  Baptist  Press  release  of  June  26  by  the  use  the  terms  “instructed”  or  “in- 
three  subcommittees  met  with  Dr.  very  men  about  whom  it  was  being  structions”  in  reviewing  his  conversa- 
Harold  Bennett  on  June  13  at  3  p.m.  written.  tion  with  the  Exective  Commitee  of- 

in  an  effort  to  avoid  a  very  unplesant  The  fact  is  that  Dan  Martin  ficers  on  June  13, 1990.  In  addition,  he 

C0^^ti0rlin  thePjenary  session  specifically  requested  by  telephone  did  not  state  that  the  staff  members  “express  their  heartfelt  appreciation  was  called 
scheduled  to  begin  at  4  p.m.  Reliable  and  in  person  that  the  chairman  of  the  would  be  dealt  with  harshly  if  they  for  quality  service  rendered  by 
information  indicated  that  the  matter  Executive  Committee  provide  for  him  did  not  resign.  He  told  them  of  the  Baptist  Press  for  the  fair  and 

equitable  manner  in  which  it  has 
reported  events  in  the  SBC  during  the  The  meetini 
past  12  years”  of  convention 
controversy. 

disappointment  and  grave  congern 
with  the  attempt  by  certain  members 
of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  to 
suppress  a  free  religious  press  and 
restrict  the  flow  of ' 
mation  to  Southern  Baptists  around 
the  world.” 

The  press  association  “whole¬ 
heartedly  commends  Mr.  Shackleford 

and  Mr.  Martin  for  the  excellence  of  Druin  of  Texas  and  Greg  Warner  of 
their  respective  ministries;  and  . . ,  Florida. 

expresses  grave  concern  with  publicly  Marv  Knox  is  editor  of  the  Western 
announced  plans  to  remove  Mr.  Recorder  in  Kentucky:' 


Church  autonomy  complicates 
efforts  to  insure  ministers 


When  it  comes  to  pastors’  fringe  benefits,  such  as 


as  a  condition  for  membership.  That  permits  implemen¬ 
tation  of  a  true  group  plan.  “I  am  not  suggesting  that  we 
elect  a  Baptist  bishop  to  protect  the  pastor,”  he  said,  “but 
we  ought  to  conduct  the  church’s  business  with  integrity. 

“Over  and  over  we  hear  pastors  say,  ‘My  church  simply 
can’t  afford  to  pay  the  premium.’  So  far  I  haven't  heard 

in’t  afford  to  pay  the  light  bill 


medical  insurance  and  retirement  the  Baptist  genius  is 
a  weakness,”  said  Thomas  E.  Miller  Jr.,  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  public  relations  for  the  SBC  Annui¬ 
ty  Board. 

“No  where  does  our  cherished  congregational 
autonomy  haunt  us  more  than  the  way  we  take  care  of 
those  we  call  to  serve,”  Miller  said.  Each  church  can  pro¬ 
vide  benefits  as  it  chooses,  and  many  provide  none. 
Others  make  benefits  part  of  a  compensation  package 
that  forces  the  pastor  to  reduce  his  salary  to  pay 
premiums. 

“We  are  frequently  asked  why  such  a  large  group  can¬ 
not  have  better  rates,”  Miller  said.  “The  basic  reason  is 
that  the  Church  Comprehensive  Medical  Plan  is  not  a 
group  plan.  It  is  an  association  plan,’  which  means  it  is 
really  individual  insurance  for  more  than  23,000  families. 

“The  only  way  to  have  group  insurance  in  all  our 
chuches  is  to  make  it  compulsory,  something  we  obvious¬ 
ly  cannot  do,”  he  said. 

The  Annuity  Board  does  offer  group  policies,  but  only 
large  churches  and  agencies  can  qualify. 

“Many  healthy  people  have  sought  less  expensive  in¬ 
surance  while  those  with  large  claims  stay  with  the 
(church  comprehensive)  plan,”  Miller  explained.  This 
creates  a  spiral  of  rising  claims  which  requires  a  rise 
in  premiums.  It  is  a  vicious  cycle.” 

Miller  noted  that  most  mainline  denominations  require 
churches  to  provide  insurance  and  retirement  benefits 


Join  us  for 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL 


of  any  who  say,  ‘We  just, 
any  longer.  We’ll  have  to  either  turn  off  the  electricity 
or  let  the  pastor  pay  for  it  out  of  his  package,’  ”  said 
Miller. 

“If  we  believe  God’s  Word,  that  the  laborer  is  worth 
his  hire,’  ”  Miller  continued,  ‘It  is  time  to  provide  ade¬ 
quately  for  the  ones  we  call  or  hire  to  work  for  us.” 

The  answer,  said  Miller,  is  two-part.  “First,  don’t  give 
the  pastor  a  choice  Make  participation  in  the  Church  An¬ 
nuity  Plan  and  insurance  plans  a  condition  of  call.  Se¬ 
cond,  show  cash  salary  and  housing  as  separate  line 
items  in  the  budget  and  be  sure  they  are  adequate  for 
proper  family  support. 

“We  are  aware  that  a  great  number  of  our  pastors  can¬ 
not  afford  our  medical  plan  or  any  other  good  com¬ 
prehensive  plan.  Our  position  is  that  the  pastor  should 
not  have  to  afford  it.  The  church  should  view  medical  in¬ 
surance  as  a  cost  of  church  operation,  not  a  part  of 
salary. 

“If  a  congregation  truly  cannot  afford  to  maintain 
itself,"  Miller  concluded,  “then  it  should  honestly  ex¬ 
amine  the  alternatives  of  bivocational  ministry,  a  multi¬ 
church  field,  church  merger  or  disbanding.” 


Ministers’  School 


Program  Personalities 

John  G.  McCall  Phillips  R.  McCarty,  Sr. 

D.  G.  McCoury  Frank  Pollard 

Billy  E.  Simmons  L.  Graham  Smith 

Mississippi  College 
August  9-11,  1990 

Sponsored  by  Mississippi  College 
and  the 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries, 

Sunday  School  and  Church  Music  Dppartypents  of  the  MBC 

Over  7  classes  and  workshops.  Worship,  irtSfjlffction,  music,  Bible  study, 
leadership  skill  development,  stress  management,  counseling  skills. 

For  pastors  and  all  staff  ministers,  bi-vocational  ministers,  directors  of 
missions,  and  chaplains. 

For  RESERVATIONS  call:  925-3262 

Certificates  of  continuing  education  credit  will  be  awarded. 


Thursday,  July  12,  1990 
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Shflcklcford^  decline  Antioch  Church,  Bay  Springs, 


second  invitation  to 


will  observe  150th 


By  Louuie  w.ikey  observe  its  l50th  anniversary  and  music  in  the  1:15  p.m.  service.  George 

NASHVILLE  —  Baptist  Press  now  to  sit  down  with  honorable  men  President  Jimmy  Carter.  homecoming  on  Saturday,  July  14.  Jackson,  former  pastor,  will  be  the 

representatives  A1  Shackleford  and  of  good  will  and  common  sense  to  "The  officers  of  the  Executive  Com-  Services  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m.  with  speaker.  Carey  E.  Bass  is  pastor.  Gene 

Dan  Martin ‘‘havarespectfully  declin-  discuss  the  whole  issue,  including  mittee  are  for  a  free  press.  The  a  covered  dish  luncheon.  Shepherds  of  La  ton  is  music  director, 

ed  a  second  invitation  to  resign  their  perceptions  and  even  the  possibility  severance  package  that  Dr.  Bennett 
respective  positions  as  director  and  that  I  may  not  be  news  editor.”  offered  was  in  no  way  offered  as  a 
nCTre  editor  of  Baptist  Press.  Martin  noted  that  instead  of  work-  means  for  silencing  the  press.  It  was 

Shackleford  and  Martin  were  both  ing  toward  resolution  of  differences,  also  clearly  recognized  by  the  officers 
contacted  July  7  by  two  officers  of  the  he  was  presented  with  “instructions  that  any  interpretation  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Ex-  to  resign  or  be  fired.  “press”  desired  could  be  made  of  the 

ecutive  Committee  (Sam  Pace  and  “Rather  than  discussion  and  current  situation. 

Charles  Sullivan).  dialogue,  I  have  a  demand  to  leave  I  “Baptist  Press  will  continue  to  be  a 

Pace  and  Sullivan  restated  a  had  counted  on  the  integrity  and  vital  Dart  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
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Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  65,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compare  before  you  buy 


New,  47  passenger, 
TV  equipped  coaches 


800-748-8681 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists " 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

®verhdtzer 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


Preaching  the  word 
requires  humility 

Editor: 

Forced  termination  is  a  major  pro¬ 
blem  in  many  Baptist  churches,  and 
tensions  leading  in  that  direction  are 
very  real  in  many  others.  Sometimes 
the  primary  factor  is  a  misunderstan¬ 
ding  of  the  role  of  pastor  as  preacher 
of  the  Word. 

Some  time  ago  in  a  pastors’  con¬ 
ference  the  guest  speaker,  the  pastor 
of  a  large  and  growing  Baptist  church, 
exhorted  the  men  to  “preach  the 
Word.”  He  said  that  any  church  will 
grow  where  this  is  done,  and  he  was 
a  prime  example  of  it.  He  also  shared 
that  he  has  no  problem  about  atten¬ 
dance  on  Sunday  nights  or  Wednesday 
nights  because  he  simply  tells  the  peo¬ 
ple  that  if  they  are  “saved”  and  love 
the  Lord  they  will  be  present.  There 
were  many  “amens”  in  the  crowd.  The 
issue  seemed  as  clear  as  day: 
preachers  who  want  to  have  suc¬ 
cessful  ministries  must  boldly  and 
fearlessly  “preach  the  Word.”  It  works 
for  this  famous  pastor. 

And  yet  many  of  those  preachers 
might  try  that  and  only  get 
themselves  and  their  churches  into 
deep  trouble;  because  such  a  stance 
very  often  alienates  the  people  and 
sets  the  pastor  up  as  a  dictator  and 
ultimately,  in  his  own  eyes,  as  a  mar¬ 
tyr.  One  can  preach  the  Word  only  if 
he  knows  the  Word,  and  that 
knowledge  is  gained  through  a  humili¬ 
ty  that  is  willing  to  learn  and  a  deep 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  others  of 
God's  family,  including  laymen.  If  a 
man  can  see  only  black  and  white  and 
thinks  that  he  is  the  true  interpreter 
of  the  Word  for  everyone,  he  is  in 
trouble. 

Southern  Baptists  that  I  respect  are 
those  who  are  characterized  by  a 
commitment  to  the  authoritative 
Word  of  God  as  interpreted  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord,  a  humility  of  spirit, 
a  reverence  for  the  living  lird  Jesus 
as  found  in  the  lives  of  others,  and  a 
love  which  seeks  to  include  as  many 
as  possible  in  the  family  rather  than 
trying  to  shut  them  out.  They  are  the 
ones  who  are  best  qualified  to  “preach 
the  Word.” 

Wesley  G.  Ellis 

Germantown.  TN 


Why  Jesus  chose  Judas 

Editor: 

Subject:  article  in  the  Baptist 
Record,  June  7  under  "Baptist 
Beliefs  . .  .”  entitled  “Why  Judas 
betrayed  Jesus,”  by  Dr.  Herschel 
Hobbs  —  a  very  good  article. 

Hobbs  is  always  very  helpful  to  us 
in  his  interpretation  of  Scripture. 

May  I  add  this  thought :  “Why  Jesus 
chose  Judas  . . .”  Some  say  Jesus  did 
not  know  that  Judas  would  betray 
him,  but  Jesus  did  know  from  the 
bcginr  g  who  would  betray  him. 
(John  b:64-John  13:U). 

Another  reason  Jesus  chose  Judas 
is  a  fulfillment  of  Scripture  —  Pro¬ 
phecy  (John  13:18).  The  scripture  in 
the  Old  Testament  is  Psalm  41 :9.  It  is 
alarming  to  know  the  number  of  Bi¬ 
ble  students  confused  over  the  truth 
concerning  Judas. 

D.  L.  Callender 
McComb 


Missionaries  need  prayer 

Editor: 

Many  people  do  not  think  they  know 
how  to  pray  for  home  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries,  but  it  is  not  as  difficult  as 
they  might  think. 

Bill  Wilson,  at  Overseas  Missionary 
Fellowship,  wrote  a  pamphlet  on 
“Praying  for  Your  Missionary”.  Here 
are  some  helpful  hints  from  Wilson’s 
pamphlet  which  you  can  follow  as  you 
kneel  in  prayer  for  home  and  foreign 
missionaries.  Pray  for: 

—  the  missonary’s  own  relationship 
to  God 

—  the  missionary’s  physical  and 
emotional  wellbeing 

—  the  missionary’*;  ministry 

—  the  missionary  imily 

—  the  missiona  s  ability  to 

communicate 

—  the  missionary’.*  -workers,  and 

—  the  people  who  ar,  that  their 
hearts  and  minds  will  open  to  God’s 
Word. 

People  tend  to  put  l  ssionaries  on 
pedestals  and  think  tl»  y  have  “what 
it  takes”  and  do  not  ■  ed  additional 
prayers.  Wrong! ! !  Missionaries  need 
all  the  prayer  support  they  can  get.  I 
make  that  statement  because  I  am 
serving  as  a  summer  missionary  in 
Mendo  Lake,  Calif.  I  hi  e  enlisted  five 
very  reliable  people  >  pray  for  me 
everyday  this  summer  vhile  I  am  ser¬ 
ving  in  California.  Tire  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  at  my  school,  Mississippi 
State  University,  has  made  this  mis¬ 
sionary  trip  possible 

As  I  am  preparing  to  leave  for  the 
summer,  I  think  of  you,  the  readers  of 
the  Baptist  Record.  Through  your 
prayers,  miracles  can  happen  and 
lives  can  be  touched.  Missionaries 
around  the  world  and  here  in  the 
states  desperately  need  your  prayer 
support. 

As  Christians  it  is  our  duty  to  pray, 
but  most  importantly  it  is  an  honor 
which  cannot  be  ignored.  It  has  often 
been  said,  “Prayer  can  move  moun¬ 
tains”.  I  believe  this  saying  to  be  true. 
So  let  us  all  move  some  mountains! 
Lesley  Vance 
Raymond 


Objects  to  ad 


Editor : 

In  the  Baptist  Record  dated  May  24, 
1990, 1  would  like  to  call  your  attention 
to  one  of  the  advertisements  on  Page 
9. 

The  owner  of  Pep’s  Point  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  is  to  be  commended  for  try¬ 
ing  to  provide  a  nice  place  for 
wholesome  family  entertainment.  We 
truly  understand  today  that  they  are 
in  competition  with  places  that  I 
would  not  take  my  family  or  approve 
of  my  teenagers  going. 

I  was  taught,  and  according  to  the 
Bible,  that  on  Sunday,  church  was  the 
place  to  be,  not  Pep’s  Point.  The 
advertisement  would  have  you  to 
believe  that  Pep’s  Point  is  the  place  to 
be  on  Sunday  from  9-6.  I  find  this  to 
be  in  contradiction  to  what  we  as 
Christians  believe  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Baptist  Record  should  have 
an  advertisement  that  would  en¬ 
courage  people  to  do  the  opposite  of 
what  God’s  Word  teaches. 

Davis  Berryhill 
Magnolia 


The  Cafe  du  Monde 
celebration 

Editor: 

On  Wednesday,  June  13,  at  approx¬ 
imately  10:30  p.m.  at  the  Cafe  du 
Monde  in  New  Orleans’  French 
Quarter,  I  witnessed  by  accident  the 
presentation  of  plaques  to  com¬ 
memorate  a  strategy  meeting  be¬ 
tween  Pafge  Patterson  and  Paul 
Pressler  there  20  years  earlier.  Mr. 
Patterson  and  Mr.  Pressler  were 
autographing  engraved  invitations  to 
this  presentation. 

A  jubilant  Barry  McCarty  stood  on 
a  chair  to  yell,  “Can  I  call  this  group 
to  order?  After  all,  I  am  the 
parliamentarian!”  McCarty,  the  chief 
parliamentarian  of  the  SBC,  then 
turned  the  crowd  over  to  another  who 
made  the  presentation  to  Patterson 
and  Pressler.  President  Jerry  Vines 
and  Southern  Seminary  trustee  Jerry 
Johnson  were  also  present,  though 
they  had  no  part  in  the  public 
presentation. 

This  act  in  a  public  place  seems 
divisive  and  inappropriate.  I  am  of¬ 
fended  by  the  actions  of  McCarty,  a 
member  of  the  Churches  of  Christ.  By 
calling  to  order  such  a  partisan  event, 
McCarty  compromised  his  ability  to 
objectively  advise  the  chair. 

In  the  Thursday  morning  session,  I 
attempted  five  times  to  bring  this 
compromise  of  the  convention’s  in¬ 
tegrity  to  the  chair’s  attention.  Twice 
I  was  interrupted,  and  my 
microphone  was  silenced.  Three 
times  my  microphone  was  not 
recognized. 

I  feel  the  presentation  of  Cafe  Du 
Monde  was  an  example  of  cavalier 
gloating  which  is  far  from  Christlike. 

I  think  McCarty’s  actions  were  a 
breach  of  Christian  ethics.  I  believe 
exclusion  by  the  chair  on  Thursday 
was  an  example  of  political  powerplay 
which  hinders  the  cause  of  Christ. 
Jay  Robison 
Valley  Station,  Ky. 

The  abortion  question 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Robert  A.  Hayden  of 
Griffin,  Ga.  I  must  admit  the  exam¬ 
ple  he  gave  of  a  Mrs.  Klein  and  her  ac¬ 
cident  would  certainly  result  in  a  dif¬ 
ficult  choice.  I  believe  that  this  is  a 
rare  example  of  a  reason  for  having 
an  abortion. 

In  his  letter  he  mentions  abortion 
for  birth  control  to  save  face  as  being 
wrong,  and  on  that  we  agree.  My  ques¬ 
tion  to  him  as  someone  who  is  pro- 
choice  is,  “When  does  the  unborn  child 
get  to  make  his  or  her  decision  con¬ 
cerning  his  or  her  own  birth?” 

In  a  society  that  is  becoming  more 
and  more  godless,  the  godly  men  and 
women  must  protect  those  who  can 
not  protect  themselves. 

Charles  D.  Wallace 
Summit 

Poignant  editorials 

Editor: 

For  the  first  time  I  was  a  messenger 
’  from  my  church  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  My  small  church  sent 
10  messengers,  a  fact  that  can  be 
directly  attributed  to  your  efforts  to 
inform  us  and  make  us  aware  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  surrounding  the  issues  at 
the  convention. 

I  have  found  your  editorials  to  be 
particularly  poignant  as  they  have 
pled  for  an  end  to  the  controversy  and 
a  return  to  what  we’re  all  about:  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism.  I,  for  one,  just 
want  to  thank  you  for  that. 

Martha  Burnham 
Forest 

Thank  you.  —  Editor 


Ministry  of  motherhood  A  concept  of  heaven 


Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  in  the  May  3 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Record,  titled 
“The  issue  is,  ‘Has  God  called  you?’  ” 
by  Ann  Graham  Lotz. 

The  issue  is  that  God  has  forbidden 
woman  to  teach  or  to  lord  it  over  man. 
“But  I  suffer  not  a  woman  to  teach, 
nor  to  usurp  authority  over  the  man, 
but  to  be  in  silence.  For  Adam  was 
first  formed,  then  Eve  And  Adam  was 
not  deceived,  but  the  woman  being 
deceived  was  in  the  transgression”  (I 
Timothy  2:12-14).  “But  I  would  have 
you  know,  that  the  head  of  every  man 
is  Christ ;  and  the  head  of  the  woman 
is  man ;  and  the  head  of  Christ  is  God” 
(I  Cor.  11:3).  Verses  4-10  continue  to  in¬ 
struct  both  man  and  woman  in  cover¬ 
ing  or  uncovering  the  head  when 
prayed  or  prophesying.  Verse  10  says, 
“The  woman  ought  to  have  power  on 
her  headbecause  of  the  angels.”  I  Cor. 
14:34  again  says,  “Let  your  women 
keep  silence  in  the  churches  ...  as 
also  sayeth  the  Law.” 

Regarding  John  20:17-18,  Jesus  sent 
Mary  Magdalene  to  tell  his  disciples 
he  was  alive.  An  old  black  preacher 
told  me  that  Jesus  didn’t  send  her  to 
preach,  but  to  get  the  men.  I  think  any 
taking  John  20:17-18  at  face  value 
would  have  to  come  up  with  the  same 
interpretation.  I  think  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  is  the  perfect  example  of  the 
faithful  woman  being  used  of  the  Lord. 
Her  faith  and  love  led  her  to  his  tomb 
and  it  was  honored  by  him. 

In  this  same  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  the  devotional  by  P.  J.  Scott 
used  Eccl.  7:25, 27-28,  “I  applied  mine 
heart  to  know,  and  to  search  and  to 
seek  out  wisdom  . . .  Behold,  this  have 
I  found,  saith  the  preacher,  counting 
one  by  one,  to  find  out  the  account: 
which  yet  my  soul  seeketh,  but  I  find 
not:  one  man  among  a  thousand  have 
I  found;  but  I  find  not  a  woman  among 
all  those.”  Brother  Scott  says,  “My 
greatest  memory  of  Mama  was  her 
intense  desire  to  teach  me  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.”  How  high  and  bright  a 
ministry  is  tne  ministry  of 
motherhood  that  no  man  is  equipped 
for! 

Ezekiel  C.  Griffin 

Eupora 


A  lifetime  chore 

Editor: 

About  14  years  ago,  I  dealt  with  the 
root  of  bitterness  I  had  for  members 
of  my  family,  and  through  the  Word 
of  God  got  victory  over  it. 

A  few  months  ago  this  bitterness 
began  to  creep  in  again  bringing  with 
it  anger,  doubt,  envy,  and  almost 
hatred.  I  wondered  why  this  was  hap¬ 
pening  and  what  was  happening  un¬ 
til  someone  told  me  that  oftentimes 
Satan  tries  to  bring  these  things  back 
into  one’s  life,  and  that  we  continual¬ 
ly  have  to  die  to  them  and  get  rid  of 
all  fleshly  lusts  and  desires. 

Then,  I  realized  that  a  person 
doesn’t  wash  and  iron  their  clothes 
just  once.  It’s  a  lifetime  chore.  They 
are  clean  and  ironed  for  a  while,  and 
then  they  are  soiled  and  wrinkled  once 
more.  It’s  a  constant  duty  and  effort 
of  renewal. 

Our  lives  become  soiled  and  wrinkl¬ 
ed  from  the  pressures  of  daily  living, 
and  we  must  wash  out  the  dirt  and 
grime  by  the  blood  of  Christ  and  iron 
out  the  wrinkles  with  the  Word  of  God. 

Each  time  we  confess  our  sin  of 
‘dirt  and  grime”  then  God  cleanses  us 
from  all  unrighteousness  and  we  are 
“clean  and  ironed”  for  a  while  more 
Linda  S.  Leach 
Greenville  . 


Editor: 

Since  childhood,  I  have  pictured 
heaven  as  a  beautiful  place  with  love¬ 
ly  mansions,  sparkling  white  marble 
buildings,  and  streets  of  gold. 
Diamonds  and  jewels  were  to  be  seen 
on  buildings  throughout  heaven,  and 
music  and  church  bells  with  choirs  of 
angels  singing  melodious  songs!  I  do 
not  recall,  in  particular,  noting  people 
in  heaven. 

Tbday,  my  picture  of  heaven  is  quite 
different.  In  my  mind’s  eye,  I  see  as 
I  may  approach  heaven  a  large  pic¬ 
ture  frame  of  white  clouds  around  the 
entrance  or  opening  into  heaven.  Just 
inside,  I  see  PEOPLE,  lots  of  PEO¬ 
PLE  —  loved  ones  and  friends  who 
have  gone  on  ahead.  I  see  the  faces  of 
my  father,  mother,  a  sister  and 
brother,  and  relatives  I  knew  in  the 
past.  My  in-laws,  former  pastors  and 
Sunday  School  teachers,  and  other 
Christian  friends  are  there. 

Among  the  people,  I  see  Jesus,  the 
apostles,  and  great  personalities  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Saintly 
people  make  up  heaven.  As  we  say,  it 
is  not  the  church  buildings  but  the 
Christian  people  who  make  up  the 
church. 

There  is  peace  in  heaven ;  there  are 
no  wars.  Bigotry  and  hate  among  the 
races  do  not  exist.  All  is  serene  and 
quiet.  Contentment,  love,  and 
beautiful  music  are  everywhere. 

There  may  be  beautiful  buildings 
and  streets  of  gold  in  heaven;  but  to 
me  I  now  see  only  Christian  family 
members,  friends,  and  relatives  I 
have  loved  over  the  earthly  years. 
Someday  to  be  in  their  midst  again 
will  be  heaven  to  me! 

To  God  be  the  glory. 

Robert  S.  Leigh 
Jackson 


Doctrines  of  grace 

***■ 

Editor: 

Pastor  Hobbs  proved,  by  Scripture, 
Judas’  guilt.  Proving  Judas’  free  will 
would  have  been  beneficial.  Majd>e 
the  reason  he  didn’t,  besides  limited 
space  in  the  article,  is  because  Scrip¬ 
ture  doesn’t  teach  free  will,  and  Bap¬ 
tists  historically  have  rejected  it  as 
false  doctrine. 

To  cite  but  a  few  evidences :  scrip- 
turally  —  John  1:12, 13;  Romans  5:6; 
Romans  8:7,  8,  Ephesians  2:1,5;  Titus 
3:3;  John  6:44  and  historically  —  the 
Baptist  Confession  of  Faith  of  1689,  the 
Philadelphia  ( Baptist  Association  of 
1742)  Confession,  C.  H.  Spurgeon, 
Basil  Manly,  Sr.,  John  Broadus,  P.  H. 
Mell 

This  error,  which  long  ago  was  cast 
aside  as  heretical,  has  deceived  many 
and  populated  the  church  with  a 
number  of  pagans  and  practical 
atheists. 

Oh,  that  we  as  a  denomination  and 
Christ’s  church  as  a  whole  would  ask 
for  the  old  paths  and  walk  in  them. 
That  we  would  return  to  the  old  God¬ 
honoring  Baptist  standard  of  man’s 
moral  and  spiritual  depravity,  God’s 
free  electing  grace  to  sinners,  Jesus’ 
particular,  redeeming  love  to  his  own, 
made  effectual  only  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  God’s  keeping  us  perseveringly 
unto  salvation. 

The  doctrines  of  grace  were 
faithfully  preached  by  Dagg,  Broadus, 
R.B.C.  Howell,  Richard  Ftiller,  the 
early  church  fathers,  the  apostles,  and 
Jesus.  Would  that  they  were  good 
enough  for  us  in  this  present  day. 
Rick  Smith 
Madison 


Connie  Bunch  of  Jackson  teaches  the  preschoolers. 


sions  of  faith,  and  we  have  also  been 
seeing  more  response  from  the 
families,  in  that  more  of  them  are  go¬ 
ing  to  church.” 

Within  the  gates,  the  children  gone 
now,  the  Joneses  and  the  volunteers 
stopped  to  eat  lunch  at  the  prison 
cafeteria  and  to  visit  two  prison  units. 
Then  they  stopped  at  the  Baptist' 
Center  just  long  enough  to  pick  up 
their  books,  before  heading  idt  Drew 
and  another  encounter  with  kids. 


Refreshment  time  —  kids  line  up  for.  punch  and  cookies 


Within  the  gates  of  Mississippi  State  Penitentiary  at  Parchman  live  not  only  prisoners  but  also  a  staff  community  of  700  to  800,  and  their  families. 


Betty  Duck  of  Liberty  portrays  the  part 
of  Peter  as  she  tells  a  Bible  story.  Carol 
Ginn  of  Liberty  assisted  her  in  teaching 
older  children  at  Backyard  Bible  Club  at 
the  Sunflower  Baptist  Center. 


This  little  boy  listens  to  Miss  Henro's  story  while  he 
wields  a  crayon. 


Sharon  Brewer  of  Leland 
awaits  her  turn  at  teaching. 


“Miss  Henro”  is  what  children  call 
Henrietta  Farrar  of  Anguilla.  Here  she 
teaches  a  Bible  lesson  to  children  of 
prison  employees. 


"We  had  a  wonderful  time 
and  we’re  planning  to  go  back 
next  year."  —  Connie  Bunch 


A  log  makes  as  good  a  bench  as  any  when  it’s  time  to  eat. 
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Vols  open 
gates  to  Bible 
knowledge 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

The  Baptist  van  pulled  up  to  the 
gates  of  Mississippi  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  and  slowed.  The  driver,  Charles 
Jones,  waved  at  the  guards  and 
entered  the  prison  compound.  It  was 
noon,  June  6,  in  the  sun-cooked 
Mississippi  Delta;  Charles  and  his 
wife,  Hazel,  were  delivering  a  load  of 
prison  employees’  children  to  their 
homes  which  are  scattered  about  on 
some  of  the  25,000  acres  of  peniten¬ 
tiary  property.  One  of  America’s 
largest  prisons,  Parchman  is  home  to 
a  large  staff  community,  perhaps 
700-800  on  the  compound,  plus  other 
hundreds  who  live  nearby  and  work 
there. 

The  children  had  been  to  Backyard 
Bible  Club  at  the  Sunflower  Baptist 
Center,  perhaps  a  quarter  mile  out¬ 
side  the  gates.  Forty  of  them  had  been 
in  Vacation  Bible  School  the  week 
before,  led  by  a  group  of  nine  from 
Humphreys  County,  but  this  week  was 
the  first  time  volunteers  had  come 
from  all  across  the  state  to  lead  in  Bi¬ 
ble  club  activities. 

The  six  volunteers  included 
Henrietta  Farrar  of  Anguilla ;  Sharon 
Brewer  of  Leland;  Carol  Ginn  and 
Betty  Duck  of  Liberty;  Charlotte 
Chambers  of  Greenville  ;  and  Connie 
Bunch  of  Jackson.  They  had  come  on 
Monday,  June  4,  and  planned  to  work 
through  June  7.  Nights  they’d  been 
sleeping  on  cots  in  the  Baptist  Equip¬ 
ping  Center.  Monica  Keathley,  consul¬ 
tant,  state  WMU,J*epartment,  had 
coordinated  this  volunteer  venture. 
Hazel  Jones  was  directing  the  Bible 
club.  Her  husband,  Charles,  director 
of  missions  for  Sunflower  Association, 
was  picking  the  children  up  in  early 
mornings  and  taking  them  home 
again  at  mid-day.  Twenty-five  or  30 
usually  attended. 

During  the  afternoons  of  the  same 
week,  this  team  was  leading  in  a 
similar  Backyard  Bible  Club  at  an 
apartment  house  in  Drew. 

The  work  of  Charles  and  Hazel 
Jones  in  reaching  out  to  prison 
employees  and  their  children  and 
young  people  is  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  Sunflower  Baptist  Association,  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  and 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC. 

Their  ministry  revolves  around 
crisis,  family,  and  individual  counsel¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  Big  A  Club,  Vacation 
Bible  School,  social  activities,  and 
seminars. 

They  planned  to  extend  school  for 
two  more  weeks  of  June,  using 
Backyard  Bible  Club  teaching 
materials.  Usually  they  had  gone  on 
through  July,  but  since  so  many  were 
to  be  away  on  vacation,  they  decided 
not  to  do  that  this  year.  “In  September, 
in  Big  A  club,  we  will  pick  up  the  final 
Vacation  Bible  School  lessons,  to 
follow  those  taught  by  the  Humphreys 
Countians,”  said  Hazel.  BSU 
members  help  teach  the  Big  A  Clubs. 

As  a  result  of  the  Bible  school  ac¬ 
tivities  over  the  years,  Hazel  said, 
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Baptists  aid  Peru  quake 
victims  during  SBC  week 


RIOJA,  Peru  (BP)  -  While 
messengers  gathered  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  New 
Orleans,  six  Baptist  relief  workers 
aided  earthquake  victims  in  northern 
Peru. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and 
Peruvian  Baptists  distributed 
medicine  and  supplies  June  11-16  to 
victims  of  a  series  of  quakes  that 
began  May  29  near  Rioja  and 
Moyobamba,  Peru.  Two  quakes 
measuring  5.8  on  the  Richter  scale 
struck  the  region  within  48  hours,  kill¬ 
ing  about  100  people  and  leaving  some 
2,000  homeless.  Subsequent  tremors 
occurred  June  8,  killing  eight  people. 

Workers  distributed  medicine, 
blankets,  tents,  and  plastic  sheeting 
for  temporary  shelter  in  Rioja  and 
surrounding  communities.  The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  provided  $10,000  in  disaster 
relief  funds  for  the  team. 

No  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
live  in  the  quake  zone,  but  a  Baptist 
church  exists  in  Rioja,  said  relief 
coordinator  Bob  Williford,  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  from  Lubbock, 
Ttexas.  The  concrete  and  brick  church 
building  sustained  no  damage  during 
the  quakes.  However,  the  tremors 


demolished  a  house  where  the  church 
was  begun.  A  Baptist  family  who  liv¬ 
ed  in  the  house  is  staying  temporari¬ 
ly  in  the  church  building. 

In  the  village  of  Porvenir,  where 
relief  workers  also  helped,  not  a  single 
house  was  left  standing,  Williford 
said.  In  Rioja,  about  95  percent  of  the 
homes  were  destroyed.  “People  are 
living  in  the  streets,”  he  said. 

Some  Peruvian  Baptists  lost 
relatives  in  the  disaster,  said  Hayward 
Armstrong,  chairman  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  mission  organization  in  Peru. 

One  church  member  in  Lima  lost 
seven  family  members  who  lived  in 
Soritor,  one  of  the  hardest-hit  towns. 

The  Baptist  relief  team  members 
included  Williford,  his  13-year-old  son, 
Clint;  missionary  Dennis  Davidson 
from  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  a  Peruvian 
Baptist  health  worker;  and  two  Peru¬ 
vian  pastors. 

After  arriving  in  Rioja  June  11, 
some  of  the  team  members  helped 
save  a  man’s  life  while  they  were 
walking  to  the  mayor’s  office  to  make 
contact  with  city  officials.  They  heard 
a  commotion  on  a  rooftop  where 
several  Peruvians  were  working.  The 
Baptists  hurried  to  the  house  to 
investigate. 

One  of  the  workers  had  just  been 


severely  shocked  by  contact  with  a 
stray  power  line  Williford  bounded  up 
a  ladder  to  help,  but  when  he  reach¬ 
ed  the  roof  the  man’s  heart  had  stop¬ 
ped.  He  began  administering  car¬ 
diopulmonary  resuscitation.  “I  learn¬ 
ed  CPR  several  years  ago  when  I  was 
ip  college  but  I  had  never  used  it,”  he 
said. 

Williford  revived  the  man,  who  was 
taken  to  a  hospital.  He  tried  to  contact 
the  victim  later  but  wasn’t  able  to  find 
him. 

As  relief  efforts  got  under  way, 
team  members  distributed  more  than 
100  tents.  Since  supplies  were  limited, 
workers  surveyed  individual  houses  to 
determine  the  neediest  families. 

Before  the  team  left  for  Rioja,  they 
thought  they  had  only  86  tents,  said 
Williford.  Workers  counted  them  three 
times  before  leaving  and  again  after 
arriving  in  Rioja.  “We  came  up  with 
86  every  time,”  he  said. 

The  team  kept  careful  records  as 
they  gave  away  tents,  said  Williford. 
But  when  they  examined  their  records 
at  the  end  of  the  distribution,  they  had 
given  out  101  tents. 

“We  don’t  know  where  the  other 
tents  came  from  other  than  the  fact 
that  the  Lord  just  multiplied  what  we 
had,”  said  WUliford. 


Pageant  launches  BSSB  centennial 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The 
centennial  celebration  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  was 
launched  June  13  in  the  Louisiana 
Superdome  in  a  pageant  which 
elicited  nostalgic  memories  of  days 
gone  by. 

Dramatic  presentations  on  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School,  BYPU  and  hymns 
by  B.B.  McKinney  all  pointed 
messengers  to  look  at  their  past,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  areas  where  the  Sunday 
School  Board  has  grown  to  provide 
leadership  over  the  past  100  years. 

In  the  Wednesday  morning  report  of 
the  denomination’s  education  and 
publishing  agency,  a  Dixieland  band 
led  a  parade  of  groups  representing 
the  past  and  looking  to  the  future. 

Mule-drawn  carriages  carried  ac¬ 
tors  representing  the  early  presidents 
of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  Groups 
of  employees  and  trustees  of  the  board 
also  marched  in  the  parade,  along 
with  children  on  a  hay-wagon  pulled 
by  a  tractor. 

James  L.  Sullivan  and  Grady  C. 
Cothen,  both  Mississippi  natives,  the 
only  two  living  ex-presidents  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board,  rode  in  the 


parade  in  cars  typical  of  when  they 
served  at  the  agency. 

Lloyd  Elder,  president  of  the  board, 
told  messengers  he  is  reminded  of  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  at 
every  turn  as  he  visits  in  local  chur¬ 
ches.  From  the  hymnals  to  pew  Bibles 
to  choir  music  to  literature  in  Sunday 
School  classes  to  Home  Life  and  other 
magazines  in  the  lobby  of  the  church. 
Elder  said  he  sees  many  ways  the 
Sunday  School  Board  “touches  the 
lives  of  Southern  Baptists.” 

Some  of  the  memories  of  denomina¬ 
tional  giants  and  familiar  experiences 
were  presented  to  messengers 
dramatically  with  the  help  of  The 
Company,  a  drama  group  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

At  the  end  of  the  parade  which 
started  the  Sunday  School  Board 
report,  messengers  heard  the  familiar 
stand-up  chord  which  has  been  used 
in  virtually  every  Vacation  Bible 
School  to  signal  the  time  to  say  the 
pledges  to  the  American  and  Chris¬ 
tian  flags  and  to  the  Bible. 
Messengers  then  participated  in  the 


pledge  to  the  Bible  and  were  seated 
with  the  sit-down  chord. 

Brief  vignettes  then  introduced 
messengers  to  board  presidents  from 
J.M.  Frost,  who  borrowed  $5,000  from 
his  wife  when  he  first  started  to  work, 
to  Elder. 

Sullivan,  who  headed  the  board  for 
22  years  and  was  elected  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  the 
year  after  his  retirement  in  1975,  said 
the  greatest  contribution  of  the  board 
to  the  denomination  “will  not  be  found 
in  buildings  and  size,  but  in  com¬ 
mitments  made  to  Baptists. 

‘Those  commitments  include  pro¬ 
ducing  Bible-based,  Christ-centered, 
God-honoring  publications,”  Sullivan 
said.  ‘The  board  also  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  producing  programs  which 
minister  to  people  everywhere,  in 
every  city,  village,  and  community.” 

Herschel  H.  Hobbs,  former  SBC 
president  who  is  pastor-emeritus  of 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Oklahoma  Ci¬ 
ty,  was  introduced  to  close  the  report 
with  prayer.  Hobbs  has  written  almost 
1,200  Sunday  School  lessons,  more 
than  any  other  writer. 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  The  World  To  Jesus! 

Leesburg  sees 
“visitation  of 
God’s  grace” 

The  Leesburg  Church  and  com¬ 
munity  on  May  6-9  experienced  a 
visitation  of  God’s  cleansing  and  sav¬ 
ing  grace  The  result  of  our  revival  is 
a  testimony  to  the  marvelous  pro¬ 
mises  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

The  four  days  and  five  services  pro¬ 
duced  33  professions  of  faith,  26  of 
which  have  been  baptized  into  our 
fellowship  and  two  others  who  will  be 
in  a  few  days.  We  also  welcomed  four 
new  members  by  letter,  and  another 
by  statement.  While  people  were  be¬ 
ing  saved  and  new  members  were 
joining,  better  than  50  LBC  members 
committed  the  rest  of  their  lives  to  the 
lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  wonderful  visitation  of  God  in¬ 
to  our  midst  was  a  result  of  three 
main  functions.  First,  months  before 
the  revival  date,  originally  scheduled 
for  April  1-4,  our  people  prayed  about 
a  movement  of  God’s  Spirit  in  our 
church.  They  prayed  on  Wednesdays, 
they  prayed  in  prayer  groups,  they 
prayed  in  classrooms,  and  they 
prayed  at  home. 

The  second  function  consisted  of 
several  areas.  They  prepared  for 
God’s  movement.  Letters  were  writ¬ 
ten,  special  meetings  were  held, 
telephone  calls  were  made,  face  to 
face  invitations  were  made,  and  a 
24-hour  prayer  chain  was  faithfully 
filled,  a  men’s  prayer  breakfast  was 
held  on  Saturday  morning  before  the 
crusade.  It  was  followed  by  members 
handing  out  over  400  invitations,  house 
to  house.  Counselors  were  trained. 

The  third  function  was  “drawing  the 
net”  by  a  gifted,  God-anointed  voca¬ 
tional  evangelist.  His  name  is  Gary 
Bowlin. 

The  people  prayed.  The  people 
prepared.  The  preacher  preached. 
The  Holy  Spirit  did  his  work  of  con¬ 
viction  and  souls  were  bom  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Tb  God  be  the  praise 
and  glory! 

Odus  Jackson,  pastor 
Leesburg 'Church,  Morton 


Last  year  Southern  Baptist 
chaplains  led  18,622  people  to  profess 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 


BWA  sends 
food  to  Iran 

The  most  recent  bulletin  from  the 
Iranian  Mission  to  the  United  Nations 
gives  the  following  information: 

—  Death  toll  now  estimated  to  ex¬ 
ceed  50,000.  Rescue  teams  are  being 
withdrawn  as  hope  fades  for  finding 
additional  survivors  amid  the  rubble. 

—  Number  injured  now  estimated 
to  be  110,000.  Many  of  the  injured  have 
been  flown  to  hospitals  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Appeals  have  been 
made  for  help  in  the  form  of  drugs  and 
surgical  supplies  and  for  services  of 
the  following  specialists :  general  and 
trauma  surgeons,  orthopedic 
surgeons,  infectious  disease 
specialists. 

—  500,000  people  have  been  left 
homeless.  Seven  towns  and  300 
villages  have  been  completely 
destroyed.  Urgently  needed:  food, 
blankets,  shelter,  cooking  stoves,  uten¬ 
sils,  and  fuel. 

Baptist  World  Aid  will  work  through 
Elam  Ministries,  a  channel  identified 
by  Southern  Baptists.  This  mission 
based  in  London,  England  and  led  by 
an  Iranian,  has  contacts  with 
evangelical  churches  in  Iran.  Food 
and  supplies  will  be  purchased  in 
England  and  flown  to  Iran,  free  of 
charge,  by  Iranian  airlines. 

The  Baptist  World  Alliance  has  sent 
a  message  of  condolence  to  the 
government  of  Iran  and  designated 
funds  for  the  relief  efforts  following 
the  recent  massive  earthquake. 

On  behalf  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  BWA  President  G.  Noel  Vose 
and  General  Secretary  Denton  Lotz 
sent  the  following  message  to  Iranian 
President  Hashemi  Rafsanjani: 

“The  Baptist  community  worldwide 
joins  with  all  men  and  women  of  good¬ 
will  in  sending  our  sincere  sympathy 
and  condolences  at  the  terrible  loss  of 
life,  devastation  and  injury  due  to  the 
tragic  earthquake.  Please  be  assured 
that  our  people  are  contributing  aid 
and  shall  join  in  prayer  for  your  peo¬ 
ple.  Out  of  this  tragedy,  we  pray  that 
all  of  us  will  experience  th£ peace  and 
compassion  of  a  merciful  God.” 

Bill  Bumpas  dies 

DALLAS  (BP)  -  W.  R.  (Bill)  Bum¬ 
pas,  82,  former  secretary  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Department,  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas,  died 
June  22  at  his  home  in  Dallas. 

Bumpas  was  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church,  Midland,  Ttexas,  in 
1958-1960  and  from  1967  until  his  retire¬ 
ment.  From  1960  to  1967,  he  coor¬ 
dinated  the  work  of  the  BGCT  Sunday 
School  Department. 

Bumpas  previously  served  as 
educational  director  for  Travis 
Avenue  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Texas; 
First  Church,  Waco,  Texas;  First 
Church,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and 
Trinity  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


Messianic  Jews  form  fellowship  within  SBC 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Messianic 
Jews  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  have  formed  a  new  fellowship. 

During  the  denomination’s  annual 
meeting  in  New  Orleans,  about  30 
messengers  formed  the  Southern 
Baptist  Messianic  Fellowship.  That 
brings  to  22  the  number  of  ethnic 
fellowships  relating  to  the  SBC. 

Ethnic  fellowships  are  independent, 
autonomous  groups  that  relate  to  the 
denomination  primarily  through  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  language 
church  extension  division.  The  Mes¬ 
sianic  Fellowship  also  will  relate  to 


the  HMB’s  interfaith  witness 
department. 

The  fellowship’s  president  is  Jim 
Hendricks,  pastor  of  Immanuel  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Princeton,  W.Va.  Cur¬ 
rently  Hendricks  knows  of  fewer  than 
10  Messianic  congregations  within  the 
SBC;  most  are  small,  struggling  con¬ 
gregations  with  20-30  members. 

Those  who  have  been  interested  in 
Messianic  work  have  been  frustrated 
by  lack  of  support  in  the  past,  he  said. 
“We  felt  like  nobody  was  interested.” 

However,  formation  of  the 
fellowship  and  support  from  the  HMB 
will  foster  opportunities  to  strengthen 


existing  congregations  and  start  new 
ones,  he  said. 

“We’re  making  definite  plans  for 
training  and  for  establishing  new 
works,”  Hendricks  said.  “If  we  could 
see  even  10  or  20  new  works  in  the  next 
10  years,  it  would  be  wonderful.” 

The  fellowship  has  set  a  goal  of  hav¬ 
ing  1,000  Messianic  Jews  within  the 
SBC  by  the  denomination’s  June  1991 
annual  meeting  in  Atlanta. 

Hendricks  said  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  is  the  first  denomina¬ 
tion  to  reach  out  to  Jews  in  any 
organized  fashion.  The  SBC  is  the 
most  ethnically  diverse  denomination 


in  America  with  congregations  wor¬ 
shipping  each  week  in  101  languages 
among  97  ethnic  groups  and  97 
American  Indian  tribes. 

Even  with  this  diversity,  the 
denomination  has  not  previously 
made  organized  attempts  to  minister 
to  Jews,  Hendricks  said.  Most 
evangelistic  outreach  to  Jews  in  the 
United  States  has  been  done  through 
para-church  organizations. 

“If  you  had  5,000  Vietnamese  in  a  ci¬ 
ty,  you  would  target  that  and  try  to 
start  a  congregation.  But  if  you  have 
200,000  Jewish  people  in  a  city,  no  one 
would  give  any  thought  to  it,”  Hen¬ 


dricks  said. '  * 

“It  has  been  ignored.  We  haven’t 
been  doing  that  much." 

“This  is  a  great  day  for  us,”  said 
Jerry  Young,  vice  president  of  the 
fellowship  and  pastor  of  the  Houston 
Messianic  Congregation.  “We’ve  been 
trying  to  minister  to  Jews  for  years, 
but  we  keep  losing  our  people  because 
they  can’t  get  support”  within  the 
SBC. 

Leaders  of  the  new  fellowship  are 
“legitimate,  longtime  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,”  Hendricks  added.  “We  don’t 
want  to  have  to  leave  the  convention 
to  do  this.” 
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Devotional 


Freedom  taken  for  granted?  /, 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


By  David  Sellers 

Then  said  Jesus  .  ...  If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples 
indeed;  And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.  If 
the  Son  therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed  (John  8:31-32, 36)., 
Last  week  our  country  observed  Independence  Day.  It  is  one  of  my  favorite 
holidays.  What  an  exciting  time  to  see  our  country  enjoy  the  festivities  with 
picnics  and  fireworks.  Our  churches  have  inspirational  patriotic  programs 
presented  on  Christian  Citizenship  Sunday.  The  reason  that 
■  this  time  of  the  year  has  so  much  meaning  is  its  celebra 
^Mtion  of  freedom,  the  highest  value  we  have.  I  am  fearful 
f  19 that  many  have  taken  this  privilege  for  granted.  As  Chris- 

■  JH  tians,  let  us  not  forget  this  great  privilege.  For  the  term 

“freedom"  has  even  a  greater  meaning  for  us  than  for  the 
I  non-Christian.  Why? 


A  week  of  birthdays 


“I’ll  be  home  the  week  of  the  his  high  chair.  As  his  fingers  reached  breath  of  air  to  stir  all  week,  and  top- 
Fourth,”  I  had  written  all  the  his  mouth,  his  elbow  struck  the  cake,  ped  off  the  meal  with  juicy 
members  of  my  family.  “You  are  in-  His  eyes  widened  in  wonder:  “That’s  watermelon.  At  dusk,  W.D.  took  down 
vited  to  visit  us  to  help  celebrate  good!”  I  could  tell  he  was  thinking.  He  the  flag  from  beside  the  front  door.  At 
Karen’s  birthday,  Emmett’s  birthday,  licked  his  fingers,  looked  down  at  his  8,  we  listened  to  someone  at  “The 
and  America’s  birthday.”  sticky  blue  elbow,  tested  the  cake  with  Capitol  Fourth”  in  Washington,  D.C. 

lb  my  utmost  surprise  and  joy  they  his  other  hand,  and  smeared  his  cheek  sing  ‘The  Star-Spangled  Banner.” 
all  accepted!  Six  arrived  on  June  29  with  blue  on  the  way  to  his  mouth.  He  For  the  first  time,  Clinton  had 
and  four  more  on  June  30,  from  examined  both  smeary  arms,  as  if  to  advertised  a  fireworks  display.  We, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  say,  “This  is  the  funniest  looking  stuff  along  with  —  Judging  from  the  traf- 
When  they  began  to  hit  some  of  the  I  ever  saw!”  Then  later,  tearing  the  fic  —  most  of  the  rest  of  the  people 
wavy  swells  in  Mississippi’s  roads,  paper  off  his  packages  was  to  him  who  live  in  Clinton  drove  to  Traceway 
3-year-old  Holly  had  said  to  Luann,  even  better  than  playing  with  the  new  Park  to  see  the  flash!  splat!  fizz!  of 
“Mama,  you  are  driving  too  bouncy!”  toys  in  the  boxes!  colors.  The  night  air  was  nice;  the 

Ibmmy  and  Susan’s  Emmett  was  to  on  July  1,  we  celebrated  Karen’s  stars  were  out;  there  was  a  warm 
be  1  year  old  on  July  9,  but  we  birthday,  which  actually  is  July  6  I  spirit  of  community  feeling.  As  I  wat- 
celebrated  his  birthday  at  1  o’clock  on  didn’t  have  the  35  candles  I  needed  for  ched. 1  leaned  my  head  back  against 
June  30,  with  one  little  candle  on  his  her  cake,  dessert  for  the  Sunday  meal  my  lawn  chair  and  counted  my 
cake,  one  big  candle  on  the  table,  and  Karen  is  oldest  of  my  sister  Betty’s  blessings. 

lots  of  horns  and  balloons.  His  other  three  children;  I  can  always  Two  days  in  a  pop-up  camper  at 
grandparents,  Pauline  and  Jerry  remember  her  age  because  she  was  Enid  ended  my  week  of  vacation.  It 
Morse,  and  another  aunt  and  uncle  born  the  year  I  was  married  was  fun  despite  the  rain  on  our 
and  cousin,  David,  Ethel,  and  Mat-  However,  even  the  24  candles  I  did  breakfast,  Mama’s  sore  throat,  W.D.’s 
thew  Morse,  came  over  to  add  to  the  have  made  enough  light  to  take  a  pic-  hoarseness,  and  the  98-degree  heat.  It 
fun.  ture  without  a  flash!  gave  me  a  little  time  to  read  an 

It  took  fortitude  on  the  part  of  my  „.  „  ..  „  .  Agatha  Christie  mystery,  and  to  sit 

guests  for  them  to  sleep  in  some  of  the  .  A1!?  r  vv.1  ^  *’  anc*  think.  On  the  subject  of  birthdays, 

places  I  had  appointed  —  including  1 1<?  ^  her  we  11 8°  ahead  and  begin  her  j  came  across  the  question,  “If  I  were 
roll-away  bed  and  two  couches.  I  celebration  now.  She  looked  ve^  pret-  21  again,  what  would  I  do?”  A  chapter 
thought  we  lived  on  a  quiet  street,  but  ty.in  her  new  dress,  with  Mickey  and  0f  a  j  rea(j  gave  the  author’s 
Luann  and  Bubba,  who  slept  in  the  ^“?n'e  Mouse  on  the  front,  when  we  answer  to  that  question.  He  began 

pop-up  camper,  said  police  sirens  kept  to°^  ^e^vau0n|,wlt/1^f,a^.u^s  t0  din'  with  Abraham  Lincoln’s  advice  to  a 
waking  them  up.  ner  at  Delta  Point  in  Vicksburg.  young  man :  “Eat  three  square  meals 

To  me,  the  best  part  of  Emmett’s  By  the  time  America’s  214th  birth-  a  day,  take  a  little  exercise,  do  your 
birthday  was  the  amazement  in  his  day  arrived  on  Wednesday,  all  my  work  well,  then  say  your  prayers  at 
big  blue  eyes  as  he  tasted  his  first  bir-  company  had  departed  except  Mama,  night.  This  may  not  be  everything  to 
thday  cake.  He  stuck  his  hand  into  the  She  and  W.D.  and  I  ate  a  picnic  sup-  make  you  happy,  my  son,  but  it  will 
blue  and  white  icing  in  the  saucer  on  per  on  the  patio,  enjoying  the  first  cool  go  a  long  way.” 


Sellers 


Norris’  congregation  seeks  Southern  Baptist  ties 


FORT  WORTH,  Tsxas  (BP) —  First  from  outside  the  denomination,  form-  Ramsey  said  he  felt  the  church  which  meets  in  Houston  in  November,  dissatisfaction  with  the  direction  of 

Baptist  Church  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  ing  his  own  World  Fundamental  Bap-  never  would  have  voted  to  leave  the  Ramsey  said  nothing  like  that  was  Independent  Fundamentalist  Baptists 
the  congregation  once  headed  by  tist  Missionary  Fellowship.  He  was  convention.  •  considered  by  his  church.  and  the  desire  to  renew  association 

arch-Fundamentalist  J.  Frank  Norris,  pastor  of  the  Fort  Worth  congregation  “Someone  has  said  Norris  left  by  “I  thought  it  might  be  perceived  as  with  Southern  Baptists, 

has  voted  to  seek  membership  in  Fort  until  1950.  He  died  in  1952.  eviction  rather  than  conviction,  and  1  such,”  he  said,  “but  there  is  no  “With  the  conservative  resurgence 

Worth’s  Tarrant  Baptist  Association  Norris  was  succeeded  as  pastor  of  think  that  is  probably  pretty  ac-  strategy  at  work  here  from  our  point  in  our  convention,  Billy  indicated  he 

from  which  it  was  ousted  68  years  ago.  First  Church,  Fort  Worth,  by  Homer  curate,”  he  said.  of  view.”  felt  more  at  home  among  Southern 

Pastor  Bill  Ramsey  attended  Hie  and  Omer  Ritchie,  twin  brothers.  In  He  prayed  about  rejoining  the  Asked  if  his  church  would  follow  Baptists  than  with  the  Independents,” 

Thrrant  Association  Pastors’  Con-  1981  the  church  merged  with  Rolling  association  and  conventions,  he  said,  associational  membership,  if  it  is  ap-  Draper  said,  who  said  Ramsey  ex- 

ference  June  18  and  announced  that  Hills  Church  and  its  pastor,  Johnnie  and  began  to  discuss  it  among  the  proved,  with  support  of  the  pressed  appreciation  for  Southern 

the  evening  before  some  400  adult  Ramsey,  the  father  of  Bill  Ramsey,  church  leadership  and  found  an  open-  Cooperative  Program,  Ramsey  said,  Baptists’ strong  stand  oh  the  Bible  in 

members  of  his  2,000-member  con-  became  pastor  and  his  son  was  call-  ness  and  receptiveness.  “I  don’t  really  know  what  all  is  involv-  recent  years, 

gregation  had  voted  on  the  matter  of  ed  as  co-pastor.  When  his  father  He  has  attended  state  conventions  ed  in  this.  We  are  going  through  it  a  “I  believe  this  could  be  a  symbolic 

rejoining  the  association  —  and  retired  in  1984,  Ramsey  said,  he  was  and  the  Texas  Baptist  Evangelism  stepat  a  time,  but  it  (association and  act  of  tremendous  healing,"  said 
Southern  Baptists  —  and  80  percent  called  as  pastor.  Conference  in  Fort  Worth,  Ramsey 

had  approved.  Ramsey  said  he  had  begun  to  pray  said,  and  has  several  friends  in  the 

The  vote  came  on  the  first  Sunday  about  the  direction  of  his  church  about  denomination  who  encouraged  him. 
after  Ramsey  had  attended  his  first  two  years  ago  and  at  the  same  time 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  New  was  “excited  about  the  movement 
Orleans,  he  said.  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

“I  came  home  with  a  peace  in  my  tion  toward  its  historic  moorings.  I 
heart  that  the  time  was  a  good  time  began  to  investigate  that  inasfar  as  it 
to  pursue  this  within  our  church,”  he  related  to  the  First  Baptist  Church.” 
told  the  Baptist  Standard  in  a  He  said  he  researched  a  number  of 
telephone  interview.  Norris’  papers  at  Southwestern 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia  of  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  and  said  he 
Southern  Baptists,  First  Church  of  found  “the  issues  were  essentially  the 
Fort  Worth  was  led  by  Norris  to  same  issues  today  as  they  were  even 
discontinue  use  of  Southern  Baptist  then  (when  the  church  was  ousted), 
literature  in  1920.  A  year  later  he  inasfar  as  inerrancy  goes, 
began  to  attack  Baylor  University  for  “I  realized  also  that  the  First 
teaching  “evolution  and  infidelity.”  Church  did  not  leave  the  SBC.  Ip  fact 
“Because  of  his  spirit,  methods,  there  is  no  record  that  the  church  ever 
acts  of  non-cooperation,  and  the  un-  voted  to  disassociate  itself  from  the 
baptistic  practices  of  his  church,  the  convention.  In  fact,  one  of  our  ladies 
association  in  1922  withdrew  in  our  church  who  was  in  the  church 
fellowship  from  the  church.  The  Bap-  under  Norris  at  that  time  said  that  she 
tist  General  Convention  of  ’Itexas  cen-  recalled  the  announcement  when  it 
sured  Norris  in  1922,  refused  to  seat  was  made  regarding  the  Baptist 
him  in  1923,  and,  after  he  had  increas-  General  Convention  of  Texas, 
ingly  directed  his  criticisms  against  “It  was  a  time  of  mourning  and  sor- 
Baptist  leaders  and  institutions,  per-  row  within  the  church,”  she  said.  “It 
manently  excluded  him  in  1924,”  ac-  wasn’t  a  time  of  rejoicing.  Her  words 
cording  to  the  encyclopedia.  were,  ‘We  wept  when  we  had  to  leave 

•  Norris  continued  his  criticisms  and  we  will  rejoice  if  we  can  return.’  ” 


Japanese,  Soviets  plan  partnership 
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Rioting  breaks  out  among  Kirghiz,  Uzbeks 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Mission  officials  are  asking  Southern  Baptists  to 
renew  their  prayers  for  the  Kirghiz  and  Uzbek  people  groups  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Rioting  between  Kirghiz  and  Uzbeks  over  housing  rights  June 
5  left  11  people  dead  and  more  than  200  people  injured  in  a  city  border¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  republics  of  Kirgizia  and  Uzbekistan. 

The  Kirghiz  people  were  the  focus  of  this  year’s  World  Day  of  Prayer 
and  Fasting  for  World  Evangelizatoin  June  1-2.  The  Uzbeks  will  be  the 
focus  of  the  1991  day  of  prayer.  The  dispute  began  June  4  over  sections 
of  land  claimed  for  future  housing  by  both  groups  in  Osh,  a  city  of  210,000 
people  where  housing  is  in  short  supply. 

“Many  Southern  Baptists  and  other  Great  Commission  Christians 
around  the  world  have  been  praying  for  these  unevangelized  people 
groups,”  said  Minette  Drumwright,  director  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  prayer  office.  “I  call  for  a  renewed  commitment  to  earnest 
prayer  for  reconciliation  and  for  open  doors  to  the  gospel  of  Christ.” 


The  right  to  free  speech 


balanced.”  Yet,  John  Dart  of  the  Los  Baptists  throughout  the  world.  We  us  demand  accountability  and  a  free 
Angeles  Times,  president  of  the  elected  these  people  to  positions  of  press  to  ensure  that  Southern  Baptists 
Religion  Newswriters  Association,  leadership  because  of  their  proven  do  not  continue  to  attack  one  another 
made  up  of  specialists  covering  commitment  to  excellence  and  to  unjustly  and  unnecessarily, 
religion,  made  the  following  state-  Jesus  Christ.  I  cannot  understand  why  Each  person  has  the  right  and 

ment,  “Religion  reporters  have  con-  we  would  ask  these  men  and  women  Christian  responsibility  to  take  a  _  _ _ 

sidered  Baptist  Press  the  best  jour-  to  serve  in  such  important  and  vital  stand  for  what  he  or  she  feels  is  right  misunderstanding  caused  longtime 
nalistic  service  of  any  denomination.”  positions  and  then  ask  them  to  be  and  against  what  is  wrong.  Contact  Nashville  pastor  Bob  Mowrey  to  allow 
Impartial  studies  and  other  silent  concerning  the  direction  of  our  your^  Mississippi  representatives  to  his  nomination  for  registration 
statements  describe  the  Baptist  Press  convention, 
as  “highly  reliable,  objective,  and  . 
adhering  to  the  best  journalistic  stan-  we  are 
dards”  and  “as  fair  and  balanced  as  . 1  we  f re 
humanly  possible”  m,sf.1°n  toJ 

How  can  you  fire  two  people  based  P?SS11R1?’ 
on  lame  excuses  “graciously”  and  in  snouJa  Ieel 
a  “loving  manner.”  All  Southern  Bap-  °P1IU0ns  31 
tists  should  have  that  explained  to  suppressinj 
them,  especially  the  wives  and  traiAmenc 
families  of  these  two  outstanding  countnee  v 
men.  fKoura«e  th< 

Will  the  denomination  be  better  laem  ver^. 
served  by  the  firing  of  these  two  men?  anjL^~,or  1 
Secular  news  writers  across  the  coun-  .  freeaonri 
try  think  not.  George  W.  Cornell,  an  American  r 
AP  religion  writer  said,  “While  "Jjjfc  P3" 
historians  give  Baptists  special  credit  ner,  . 
for  First  Amendment  guarantees  of  ones  °P1“® 
no  state  church  and  freedom  of  °ver  possiD 
religion,  assembly,  speech,  and  press 
—  Southern  Baptist  officials  have 
clamped  down  on  their  own  press.”  heading  do 

_  ,r  .  .  ...  _  _  ..  .  r  prvnvpnfinn 


A  was  simply  a  misunderstanding  and 
s  that  there  was  no  organized  attempt 
iw  to  unseat  Porter  as  registration 

...  _ _  ...  _ m  secretary.  “I  don’t  believe  I  was 

the  Executive  Committee  and  express  secretary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  deliberately  misled,”  Mowrey  said, 
your  concern  and  raise  questions  over  vention  at  the  recent  annual  meeting,  laughing.  He  added  that  if  it  had  been 
this  attempt  to  fire  two  of  our  leaders  Mowrey,  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  an  “organized”  attempt  it  definitely 
and  other  attacks  on  our  leaders.  Our  Church,  told  the  Baptist  and  Renee-  didn’t  work.  Mowrey  lost  the  election 
representatives  are  Russell  Bush  (o)  tor,  newsjoumal  of  the  Tennessee  Bap-  by  more  than  8,000  votes.  In  fact,  Guy 
544-5444  (b)  582-4138,  Larry  Otis  (o)  tist  Convention,  that  a  friend  on  the  Sanders  of  Lake  Wales,  Fla.,  who  was 
841-0171  (h)  842-7657,  and  James  Yates  $BC  Executive  Committee  had  call-  to  nominate  him,  was  not  present 
(o)  746-2471  (h)  746-2540.  ed  him  early  on  the  morning  of  the  when  nominations  were  given.  Stan 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  election,  June  13,  and  indicated  that  Coffey  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  made  the 
has  been  gaining  a  great  deal  more  the  incumbent  registration  secretary  nomination. 

secular  press  in  recent  months.  A  non-  would  not  seek  re-election.  “We  ought  to  be  Christian  and  keep 

Southern  Baptist  friend  reminded  me  “He  asked  me  if  I  would  be  willing  hatred  out  of  our  hearts  and  make 
the  other  day  that  most  all  of  it  has  to  allow  my  name  to  be  placed  in  sure  we  have  love  for  each  other,” 
been  bad  press.  May  God  grant  that  nomination,”  Mowrey  explained,  Mowrey  said,  referring  to  Southern 
we  stop  shooting  at  each  other  while  thinking  there  would  be  other  nomina-  Baptist  Convention  proceedings, 
the  enemy  sits  by  and  laughs  at  our  tions  from  the  floor.  *  p ,  . . 

self-destruction.  The  bullets  we  shoot  “it  certainly  wasn’t  a  big  con-  »hf 

usually  have  a  way  of  finding  a  target,  spiracy,”  Mowrey  said.  fwX 

either  a  brother  or  sister  in  Christ  or  Mowrey  lost  the  election  to  Lee 

part  of  the  lost  world  we  should  be  try-  Porter,  an  editor  with  the  Nashville-  to  d  Panned  pot  to 

ing  to  reach  for  Christ.  Who  knows,  the  based  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  pnP!f‘  caiH  h.  , 

next  bullet  that  is  fired  might  even  hit  School  Board  by  a  margin  of  71-29  Porter  said  he  believed  there  was  a 

you  or  a  loved  one  of  yours  Our  labels  parent  P,anned  e*f°rt  to  unseat  h‘m  }.  have 

and  other  irresponsible  attacks  have  Porter  has  held  the  Dost  which  in-  never  sa!.  J  ,'va?  8?1!?.®  *°  f®tire  or 
become  damaging  to  the  lives,  volves  the  registration  process  as  well  oveo  implied  it.  I  m  delighted  to  serve 
character,  families  of  each  other,  and  as  balloting^since  1977PTYaditionally,  Sou,thern  Baptists  in  this  capacity,  he 
called  Executive  Committee  meeting  I  am  also  calling  for  Southern  Bap-  to  our  ministries  to  a  lost  and  hurting  convention  secretaries  have  been  re-  sa,a 

on  July  17.  Baptist  heritage  would  ad-  tists  to  protest  the  attempts  to  fire  world.  elected  without  opposition  Porter  emphasized  he  has  no  hard 

vise  that  the  firing  not  take  place.  R.  Dan  Martin  and  AJ  Shackleford,  and,  We  as  Southern  Baptists  are  smart  “if  i  had  known  my  friend  Lee  .  a^°u^  having  other  nomina- 

Gene  Puckett  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  editor  by  so  doing,  ensure  that  Baptists  enough  to  discern  the  truth  as  long  as  Porter  was  going  to  be  nominated,  I  “B°h  Mowrey  and  I  are  friends 

of  North  Carolina’s  denominational  across  the  nation  will  be  assured  of  all  sides  and  issues  are  presented.  A  probably  would  not  have  allowed  my  ?.  1  fee  he  was  misled  I  appreciate 

paper,  the  Biblical  Recorder,  said  “In  accurate,  responsible,  and  uncensored  free  press,  in  the  end,  will  give  us  the  name  to  be  considered,”  Mowrey  add-  his  spirit  and  his  willingness  to  talk 

essence,  they’re  rejecting  the  Baptist  news.  An  uncontrolled  Baptist  Press  best  opportunity  to  arrive  at  the  ed.  He  said  he  is  committed  not  to  w,t"  me  We<*nes°ay  afternoon 

heritage.”  These  men  have  reached  allows  Southern  Baptists  to  be  able  to  truth;  and  may  God  grant  that  the  ever  run  against  Porter.  Marshall  Albritton  a  layman  at 

their  prime  years  in  which  to  be  of  exercise  our  right  to  know  the  truth,  whole  truth  will  set  us  free.  He  said  he  learned  from  the  ex-  Park  Avenue  Church  and  a  memher 

service  to  God  and  to  Southern  Bap-  be  it  pleasant  or  unpleasant.  A  free  Will  McRaney  is  pastor  of  Jackson  perience  and  would  get  the  “facts”  of  the  "fellers  Committee,  said  he  was 


Concord  (Calhoun) 
will  celebrate 
150th  year 


Honor  Roll  lists  MC 


I  must  personally  conclude  that 
Southern  Baptists  would  not  be  best 
served  by  the  firing  of  these  two  men. 
This  will  be  another  black  eye  on 
Southern  Baptists  because  of  our  poor 
handling  and  attacks  on  our  paid 
leaders. 

The  right  to  free  speech  and  the 
freedom  of  press  are  both  being 
somewhat  diminished  by  some  of  our 
present  elected  leadership  in  the  SBC. 

How  long  will  we  as  the  average 
Southern  Baptist  church  staff 
members  and  lay  person  destruction 
alike  allow  attacks  to  continue  against 
the  men  and  women  who  have  serv¬ 
ed  Southern  Baptists  well  for 
decades? 

I  cannot  speak  for  every  professor; 
each  president  of  our  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  seminaries;  the  president  of  our 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  Keith  Parks; 
the  president  of  our  Sunday  School 
Board,  Lloyd  Elder;  the  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  Carolyn  Weatherford 
Crumper;  the  executive  director  of 
Baptist  Joint  Committee,  James 
Dunn;  or  A1  Shackleford  or  Dan  Mar¬ 
tin;  but  I  can  say  that  I  am  tired  of 
these  people  being  unnecessarily  and 
many  times  unjustly  attacked. 


Dale  Little  is  the  new  director  of 
missions  for  Adams/Union  Baptist 
Associations.  He  begins  work  July  16. 

Little  goes  to  the 
missions  post  from 
the  pastorate  of 
Springdale 
Church,  West, 
where  he  has  serv¬ 
ed  since  1983.  He 
was  associate 
pastor  and  music 
director  at  West 
McComb  Church, 
Little  McComb,  1981-83; 

he  was  music  and 
youth  director  at  Lexie  Church,  lyier- 
town,  1979-81 ;  and  he  was  pastor  at 
Centerville  Church,  Tylertown, 
1977-79. 

Other  church  staff  jobs  Little  has 
held  include  being  music  and  youth 
director  at  Foxworth  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  1976-77,  and  at  Carmel  Church, 
Monticello,  1975-76. 

Little  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  earn¬ 
ed  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Little  and  his  wife  Dottie  have  two 
children. 


Concord  Church,  Calhoun  Associa¬ 
tion,  will  celebrate  its  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Aug.  5.  The  church  was 
organized  in  August  of  1840  as  part  of 
Yalobusha  Association.  Pictures  and 
written  histories  of  Concord  Church 
that  are  available  should  be  mailed 
to:  Anniversary  Committee,  Route  2, 
Box  50,  Bruce,  MS  38915. 


among  character  builders 


Shackleford  .  .  . 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Nineteen 
Southern  Baptist-related  colleges  and 
universities  nave  been  named  to  two 
honor  rolls  of  distinction  by  the  John 
Templeton  Foundation. 

The  honor  rolls,  selected  by 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
and  a  graduate  of  Mercer  University, 
Macon,  Ga.;  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  Athens  ;  and  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Martin,  51,  came  to  Baptist  Press  as 
news  editor  Aug.  1,  1980. 

Previously,  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  and  the  Texas  convention. 

He  is  a  native  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  and  a  graduate  of  Midwestern 
University  in  Wichita  Falls,  Ttexas.  He 
also  attended  Southwestern  Seminary. 

This  Baptist  Press  story  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Dan  Martin  and  Al 
Shackleford. 


from  more  than  1,400  colleges  and 
universities,  is  named  for  John  Marks 
Templeton,  an  investment  expert. 

One  of  the  honor  rolls  honors 
schools  that  excel  in  building  moral 
and  spiritual  character  and  the  other 
lists  institutions  with  a  commitment 
to  teaching  “the  traditional  Western 
political  and  economic  philosophies” 
generally  known  as  “free  enterprise.” 

Twelve  Baptist  schools  are  on  the 
Honor  Roll  of  Free  Enterprise 
Teaching,  which  lists  95  schools  on  the 
list. 

Nineteen  Baptist  schools  are  among 
the  102  listed  on  the  Honor  Roll  for 
Character-Building  Schools. 

Eleven  of  the  schools  appear  on 
both  lists.  They  are: 

Samford  University,  Birmingham, 
Ala. ;  Baylor  University,  Waco,  Texas; 


Campbell  University,  Buies  Creek, 
N.C.;  Southwest  Baptist  University, 
Bolivar,  Mo.;  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton,  Miss.;  Furman  University, 
Greenville  S.C.; 


Oklahoma  Baptist  University, 
Shawnee,  Okla. ;  Georgetown  College, 
Georgetown,  Ky. ;  William  Jewell  Col¬ 
lege,  Liberty,  Mo. ;  Belmont  College 
Nashville,  and  Carson-Newman  Col¬ 
lege  Jefferson  City,  Tenn. 


Two  schools  —  Wingate  College 
Wingate  N.C.,  and  Palm  Beach  Atlan¬ 
tic  College  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  — 
are  listed  on  the  free  enterprise 
teaching  honor  roll. 

Listed  as  top  character-building 
schools  are: 

Ouachita  Baptist  University, 
Arkadelphia,  Ark.;  Stetson  Universi¬ 
ty,  Deland,  Fla. ;  Cumberland  College 
Williamsburg,  Ky. ;  Louisiana  College 
Pineville  La.;  Gardner-Webb  College 
RoilineSprings,  N.C.;  Meredith  Col¬ 
lege  Raleigh,  N.C.;  Wake  Forest 
University,  Winston-Salem*  N£L;.and 
Union  University,  Jackson,  Tsnn. 


FMB  sets  guidelines 
on  belief  statements 


Dilday  and 
Honeycutt  res 
to  questions 


Ferrell  tells  kids 


By  Art  Toalston 

NEW  ORLEANS  (  BP)  —  A  didates  tor  their  views  on  association, 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  state  and  national  conventions, 
Board  trustee  committee  has  adopted  Cooperative  Program,  and  “your  in¬ 
guidelines  to  help  missionary  can-  volvement.”  The  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
didates  write  clearer  statements  of  gram  is  Southern  Baptists’  longstan- 
belief  during  the  application  process,  ding  channel  for  churches  to  fund 
The  trustees’  Mission  Personnel  foreign  and  home  missions  and  other 
Committee  adopted  the  guidelines  denominational  causes, 
during  the  board’s  June  8-9  meeting  The  Mission  Personnel  Committee, 
at  Tulane  University  prior  to  the  an-  in  adopting  the  guidelines,  “did  not 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  have  a  desire  to  fit  anybody  into  a  cer- 
Convention  in  the  Louisiana  tain  mold,”  said  its  chairman,  Paul 
Superdome.  Sanders,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 

The  guidelines  stem  from  trustee  Geyer  Springs,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
action  last  August  creating  a  commit-  But  the  committee  did  want  mis- 
tee  to  annually  review  the  missionary  sionary  candidates  “to  be  more 
appointment  process.  The  guidelines  definitive  in  writing  their  beliefs,” 
will  be  listed  in  a  cover  letter  to  ac-  Sanders  said,  “so  the  staff  and 
company  a  “Sharing  of  Christian  trustees  know  what  (the  candidates) 
Beliefs”  questionnaire  traditionally  believe  about  basic  Baptist  doctrines.” 
used  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Sanders  stated  that  Foreign  Mission 
screening  of  missionary  candidates.  Board  staff  members  handle  most  of 
The  two-page  questionnaire,  which  the  screening  of  missions  applicants 
has  undergone  periodic  revision  by  and  that  the  staff  often  has  had  to  seek 
the  agency’s  staff  in  the  past,  has  ask-  amplification  of  initial  written 
ed  applicants  to  state  their  beliefs  statements. 

about  God,  Jesus,  the  Bible  and  other  Harlan  Spurgeon,  Foreign  Mission 
doctrines  as  well  as  Southern  Baptist  Board  vice  president  for  mission  per- 
cooperative  work.  sonnel,  agreed  that  staff  often  has  re- 

Now,  the  guidelines  will  list  quested  clarifications  from  mis- 
specifics  to  be  addressed  in  each  sec-  sionary  candidates, 
tion  of  the  questionnaire.  Spurgeon  noted  that  the  proposed 

The  section  on  the  Bible,  for  exam-  guidelines  were  drafted  by  staff 
pie,  previously  asked  candidates  to:  members.  The  trustee  committee, 
“Describe  your  views  of  the  Bible,  before  its  vote  to  adopt  the  guidelines, 
How  do  you  use  the  Bible  in  your  per-  expanded  them  to  include  the  matters 
sonal  life?”  Now,  the  guidelines  for  the  of  creation  and  salvation.  Spurgeon 
Bible  section  ask  candidates  to  ad-  said  the  guidelines  are  neither  “an  ad¬ 
dress:  “Inspiration,  authority,  ding  to  nor  a  taking  from”  the  stan- 
reliability,  purpose,  miracles,  daids  missionaries  traditionally  have 
historical  narratives,  use  in  your  per-  been  called  to  meet, 
sonal  life.”  Sections  on  personal  witnessing  and 

Regarding  Jesus  Christ,  the  new  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  under¬ 
guidelines  ask  for  comments  on  his  went  little  change.  The  old  and  new 
nature,  uniqueness,  birth,  life,  death,  forms  asked  applicants  to  relate  an 
resurrection,  second  coming,  and  encounter  in  which  they  had  led  so- 
“your  relationship  to.  Him.”  meone  to  faith  in  Christ,  for  example, 

Trustees  also  expanded  the  ques-  and  to  affirm  their  agreement  with 
tionnaire  to  include  a  separate  section  the  statement  of  beliefs  adopted  by 
on  cooperative  Southern  Baptist  work,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
which  previously  was  part  of  thfe  sec-  1963  and  reaffirmed  in  more  recent 
tion  on  the  church.  The  cooperative  conventions, 
work  guidelines  ask  missionary  can-  Art  Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 


Leaders  urge  Soi 
Daughters  to  stay 


.  .  ,  ..  ,  .  taigct,  traucciiv-ai  vui  wunii 

Calvary  Church  sits  at  the  end  of  a  dead  end  street.  It  faces  the  length  of  the  SOI  wjjije  jt  has  been  “the  target  of  nOO  • 

(lane)  that  comes  in  to  the  church  compound  off  the  main  street  of  Sukumvtt  Road  criticism  and  repr0ach  from  within  1.00^2  COlXinilt 
one  of  the  major  streets  in  the  city  of  Bangkok,  Thailand.  (Photo  by  Bob  Stewart)  our  convention  family.”  * 

_i  He  said  Southwestern  was  ranked  4-^  fnrPI  fTTl  YT11C 

Calvary,  Bangkok,  renovates  building  ® 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Bangkok,  The  window  was  designed,  con-  leading  evangelical  theological  jour-  NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A  record 
Thailand  (English  speaking)  recent-  structed,  and  painted  by  the  pastor-  nal.  He  said  five  of  the  six  SBC  1,882  people  committed  themselves  tc 
ly  held  a  dedication  service  for  its  missionary  James  D.  Bryant.  seminaries  were  ranked  in  the  foreign  missions  support  or  participa 

renovated  sanctuary  and  education  survey’s  top  20.  tion  during  the  Foreign  Mission 

wing.  The  project,  which  cost  a  little  The  church  building,  located  at  a  Dilday  and  Honeycutt  both  reported  Board's  report  to  the  Southern  Baptist 

over  2,700,000  baht  (about  $104,000)  dead  end,  faces  directly  toward  the  emphasis  on  missions,  evangelism  Convention  annual  meeting  June  13  in 
was  funded  by  gifts  from  church  length  of  the  street  which  leads  into  and  biblical  fidelity  by  seminary  New  Orleans, 
members  and  friends.  one  of  the  main  arteries  of  traffic  The  students,  faculty  and  staff  during  the  By  signing  decision  cards,  1,430  peo 

The  project  included  air-  cross  is  centered,  not  only  in  the  past  year.  pie  pledged  to  support  missions  and 

conditioning,  carpeting  the  sanctuary,  church  building,  but  it  is  also  centered  Robert  O’Brien  is  on  the  staff  of  452  committed  to  some  type  of  mis 

and  installation  of  a  cross-shaped  facing  all  the  way  down  the  street,  giv-  FMB.  sion  work  overseas.  That  total  includ 

stained-glass  window  in  the  front  wall  ing  a  visual  witness  for  Christ  to  the  ed  115  people  interested  in  career  mis 

of  the  sanctuary.  local  residents.  sionary  service  and  mine  than  300  in- 


life 

* 

I 
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First  K’ekchi’ 
church  in  Belize 

SAN  ROMAN,  Belize  —  San  Roman 
Church  was  recently  constituted  as 
the  first  K’ekchi’  Indian  church  in  the 
Baptist  Association  of  Belize  During 
the  service  in  San  Roman,  Belize,  the 
church  also  ordained  two  K’ekchi’ 
pastors  and  baptized  22  new  believers. 
The  newly  ordained  pastors,  Edwar- 
do  Che  and  Crisento  Tush,  have  led 
the  congregation  since  its  beginning 
in  1985. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Cliff 
and  Bettye  Scarbrough  started  Bap¬ 
tist  work  with  the  K’ekchi’  people  in 
Belize  in  1983.  They  work  with  five 
other  K’ekchi’  congregations  and  four 
English-language  churches  in  Belize. 
The  K’ekchi’  of  Central  America  are 
descendants  of  ancient  Mayans. 
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names  in  the  news 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Compere  of  Florence,  middle,  pose  with  Mississippi  College  as  a  singer,  musician  (instruments), 
President  Lewis  Nobles,  left,  and  Aubrey  Boone,  right,  as  Compere  establishes  a  and  song  leader.  She  can  be  reached 
scholarship  fund  with  MC  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  which  is  head-  by  phone  at  (601)  722-3359.  Her  mail¬ 
ed  by  Boone.  After  providing  in  his  will  for  his  family,  Compere  wanted  to  make  a  ing  address  is  Route  2,  Seminary,  MS 
contribution  toward  Christian  education.  Working  with  the  Foundation,  Compere  deed-  39479.  Miss  Byrd  is  a  member  of 
ed  a  portion  of  his  land  to  the  Foundation  which  sold  it  and  placed  the  proceeds  Union  Church  in  Covington  County, 
in  an  investment  program,  the  interest  of  which  will  go  to  needy  students  at  MC  prepar¬ 
ing  for  Christian  service.  This  procedure  saved  Compere  from  having  to  pay  a  capital 
gains  tax  on  his  property  and  to  make  a  charitable  contribution.  The  total  amount 
in  the  fund  is  $65,000.  Said  Boone,  "Mr.  Compere  will  be  able  to  see  benefits  from 
this  contribution  while  he  lives  and  has  the  assurance  that  benefits  will  continue  after 
his  decease."  .  " 


Staff  changes 


Jesus  cares  for  you. 


Chip  Glaze  of 
Clinton  is  serving 
at  Tylertown 
Church  as  director 
of  children’s  and 
youth  activities  for 
the  summer.  Glaze 
is  a  psychology 
major  at  MC  and 
is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry 


Rena  Goss  has  resigned  at 
Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi,  and  is 
moving  to  north  Mississippi.  She  was 
director  of  childhood  education.  Diane 
Ladner  will  serve  as  interim 
childhood  education  director. 

Bennie  J.  McBride  recently  became 
minister  of  education  and  administra- 

Htion  at  Parkway 
Church,  Natchez. 
He  had  served  as 
associate  pastor  in 
music  and  educa¬ 
tion  at  First 
Church  in  Wood- 
ville,  Tfexas,  for  the 
past  six  years. 
McBride  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


1990  Simultaneous  Revival  Follow-Through 


Glaze. 


Glaze 


Mass  Evangelism 
Conference 

Pritchard  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Charlotte,  NC 
August  27-29, 1990 


Ralph  Smith 


McBride 


First  Church,  Biloxi,  has  called 
Barry  Sneed  as  minister  of  youth, 
effective  June  1. 
His  previous  place 
of  service  was 
■  First  Church,  Ox- 

ft  •-*  f°rc*  A  native  of 

Pontotoc,  he  re- 
ceived  his  educa- 
V  %  -  tion  from  Missis- 

I  sippi  College  and 

New  Orleans  Sem- 
■ aHrjL  inary.  Frank  Gunn 

Sneed  is  Pastor 

Billy  Rowzee  has  resigned  Carson 
Ridge  Church,  Ethel.  His  last  Sunday 
was  June  24.  He  has  been  called  to 
pastor  Rock  Bluff  Church  in  Rankin 
Association.  Rowlee  served  Carson 
Ridge  Church  for  five  years. 


PLEASE  CONTACT  Chaplain 
Wendy  Hatcher,  Rankin  County 
Correctional  Facility  (932-2880)  if 
you  have  PEWS  to  be  used  in 
chapel  now  under  construction. 


Seminars  for  All  Church  Leaders 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
If  your  church  is  sending  more  than 
one  person,  please  complete  a  regis 
tration  form  for  each  participant. ' 
$25  per  person;  $40  per  church. 

I  want  to  attend! 


SOCIAL  WORKER  for  maternity 
home  setting  of  a  national 
Southern  Baptist  agency.  MSW 
preferred,  BSW  considered.  Must 
have  casework  skills.  Send 
RESUME  to  Director,  Sellers  Bap¬ 
tist  Home,  2010  Peniston  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70115. 


YOUTH  DIRECTORS  —  Make 
reservations  for  your  group  at  “All 
Night  Skate”  July  27  during  Youth 
Night  in  Jackson.  Lakeland 
Skating  Center,  (601)  932-5323. 


SEE  the  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160) 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  grilled  burger  cookout, 
and  breakfast  —  all  for  $24  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today!  - 


Please  check  the  seminar  you  plan  to  attend: 

□  fctaf  Church  Lite  □  Media  Evangelism 

□  Music  Evangelism  □  toutfi  Evangelism 

0  Evangel  Preaching  □  Guiding  Older  Chidren  to  Christ 

0  Prospect  Discovery  0  Payer  and  Evangelism 

0  Witnessing  Vtomen  0  Ministry  Evangelism 

□  Marketplace  Evangelism  0  Interteth  Witness 

□  Crusade  Evangelism  □  Single  and  Senior  Adult 

□  Special  Evangelism  Events  Evangelism 

ChUdcare  needed?  \3  Number  ol  Chidren: _ Ages  at  Chidren: _ 

Attending  the  bivocabonalismal  church  banquet  (pastors,  sta/l,  and 
spouses  only-no  charge  lor  banquet): 

D I  wM  attend  □  My  spouse  w§  attend 


McFatter  Brister 

First  Church, Amory,  has  called  two 
new  staff  members.  Jimmy  McFatter,  left, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  minister  of 
education,  effective  June  1.  A  native  of 
Hattiesburg.  McFatter  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  University  of  Southern  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was  serving  as 
pastor  at  Pleasant  Home  Church  in 
Laurel. 

Chuck  Brister,  right,  of  Winona  has 
recently  become  minister  of  youth.  He  is 
a  student  at  Mississippi  State  University. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451, 


Home  Mission  Boardsbc 

Mass  Evangelism  Department 
1350  Spring  St.,  NW 
Atlanta,  GA  30367-5601 

A  Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency 
«4X>orted  by  the  Cooperalhe  Rogram 
and  Ste  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Ottering 


BUS  FOR  SALE:  20/30  passenger 
1980  Chevrolet  automatic.  Ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $6,000.00  (  601) 

355-7433,  day. 


Name 


Home  Mission  Board  sbc 

$7,000,000  SERIES  F 

CHURCH  LOAN  COLLATERALIZED  BONDS 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other  available  funds  of 
Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to  make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  quarterly.  The  Bonds  will  be  offered 
with  maturity  dates  varying  from  eighteen  months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  in¬ 
terest  rate  will  vary  from  8.5%  to  11%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as 
set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  Minimum  purchase  is  $500.00. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or  writing: 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC 
ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW;  Atlanta,  GA  30367 
1-800-HMB-BOND  (462-2663) 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers  to  buy  any  of  these 
securities  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 

Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  F  issue  of  Home  Mission 
Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 


Address 


_ cState_ 


Revival  dates  7 
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HEADQUARTERS 


FOR  AI  L  TYPES  OF 


School  &  Church  Furniture 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom.  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use.  _ _ 

.  kvkrything  for  ■RirrnrrnT 

SCHOOL 

4ND  CHl'RC'H  »22lTjT2K»JjI*in 


Rock  Hill  Church,  Mt.  Olive  (Cov¬ 
ington):  July  15-20;  Sunday,  regular 
services;  Mon.-Fri.,  10  a.m.  and  7 
p.m. ;  homecoming  and  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Mike  Howell,  Ridgeland, 
evangelist;  Tom  Merrier,  Prentiss, 
music;  Dwayne  Kelly,  pastor. 

Antioch  Church,  Florence  (Simp¬ 
son):  July  15-20;  7:30  nightly;  Jim 
Pinkerton,  evangelist;  Todd  Vance, 
minister  of  music;  Barry  Ward, 
pastor. 

White  Oak  Church,  Magee:  July 
15-20;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.,  dinner 
and  afternoon  service  to  follow ;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Max  Price,  evangelist; 
Cecil  Harper,  music;  James  Ed¬ 
wards,  pastor. 

Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Blue  Springs: 
July  15-20;  singing,  6:30  p.m.; 
preaching,  7  p.m. ;  George  Cook,  Den¬ 
mark  Church,  Oxford,  evangelist;  The 
Gospel  Survivors  leading  singing  on 
July  20;  Johnny  McCullough,  pastor. 

Hawthorn  Church  (Jeff  Davis) :  Ju¬ 
ly  15-20  ;  Sunday  morning,  regular  ser¬ 
vices  ;  1 : 30  p.m.  service ;  no  night  ser¬ 
vice;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Eddie 
Myers,  Oak  vale  Church  (Lawrence), 
evangelist;  Darvin  Barnes,  music; 
Jody  Lightsey,  pastor. 

Splunge Church,  Amory  (Monroe): 
July  22-26;  7:30  nightly;  James 
Rutledge,  pastor,  evangelist;  Larry 
Stacy  and  Billy  Joe  Tackett,  Victory 
Church,  Nettleton,  music. 

Arlington  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 
(Lincoln) :  July  15-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
with  covered  dish  served  after  ser¬ 
vice;  1:30  p.m.,  service;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
p.m.;  James  A.  Walters,  pastor, 
Eastlawn  Church,  Pascagoula, 
evangelist;  Stacey  Smith,  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  (Lincoln)  music;  Jim  McIn¬ 
tosh,  pastor. 


McCool  Church  (Attala):  July 
15-20;  each  evening  at  7;  Danny 
Dodds,  pastor.  Second  Church, 
Kosciusko,  speaker;  Jim  Hulon, 
Thylorsville,  music;  covered  dish 
meal,  Sunday,  5:45  p.m.;  James  L. 
Bailey,  pastor. 

Malmaison  Church,  Carrollton 
(Carroll)  July  16-20;  services,  7:30 
pun. ;  Guy  Reedy,  First  Church,  Water 
Valley,  evangelist;  Tommy  lane, 
minister  of  music  emeritus,  Bellevue 
Church,  Memphis,  music;  Fred 
Lawrence,  pastor.^ 

Learned  Church  (Hinds-Madison): 
July  12-15;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
fellowship  meal;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Cliff  Nelson,  evangelist  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roger  Alford,  musicians;  Sam 
Mason,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Sumrall  (Lamar): 
July  15-20;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ; 
Mon.-Fri.,  11:45  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.; 
John  Phillips,  Bible  teacher,  Moody 
Bible  Institute,  Chicago,  Ill., 
evangelist;  Dan  Guest,  Bowmar 
Avenue  Church,  Vicksburg,  music; 
Glenn  Davis,  pastor 

Carmel  Church,  Monticello:  July 
8-13;  David  Grumbach,  pastor,  Stan¬ 
ding  Pines  Church,  Carthage, 
evangelist;  W.  J.  Nelson,  Monticello, 
music;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.  with  other  services  beginning 
at  7:30  p.m.;  Johnny  Sykes,  interim 
pastor. 

Puckett  Church  (Rankin):  July 
15-18;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon-Wed.,  7:30 pirn.;  Eld  Griffin,  First 
Church,  Ridgeland,  evangelist;  Ron¬ 
nie  Nelson,  Alabama,  music;  Alvin  C. 
Doyle,  pastor. 

Mt.  Olivet  Church  (Scott):  July 
15-18;  homecoming,  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.  Larry  Duncan, 
evangelist;  Travis  Polk,  pastor. 


Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  Woodland 
(Chickasaw):  July  22-27;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-FTi.,  10:30  a.m., 
7:30  p.m. ;  Eddie  Knox,  New  Palestine 
Church,  Picayune,  evangelist;  Lisa 
Gurley,  Pleasant  Ridge  Church, 
music;  Barron  Pilgrim,  pastor. 

Calvary  Church  (Lincoln):  July 
15-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m. ;  Steve  Purvis,  Stan¬ 
ton  Church,  Natchez,  evangelist; 
Terry  Walker,  Pearlhaven  Church, 
Brookhaven,  music;  Emon  White, 
pastor. 

Fellowship  Church  (Choctaw):  Ju¬ 
ly  15-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.-7  p.m. ;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Ralph  Culp, 
evangelist;  Garland  Eaves,  pastor. 

Spring  Hill  Church,  Martinsville 
(Copiah):  July  15-18;  7  p.m.;  Robin 
Jumper,  Wellman  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  evangelist;  Don  Brown,  Mon¬ 
ticello  United  Methodist  Church, 
McComb,  music ;  John  Price,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Vossburg 
(Clarke):  July  15-18;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  1p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 :30  p.m.;  Rex 
Yancey,  First  Church,  Quitman, 
evangelist;  Wayne  Baggett,  First 
Church,  Quitman,  music;  Keith 
Bogan,  pastor. 

Antioch  Church  (Jasper):  July 
15-19;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with  lunch  serv¬ 
ed;  service,  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs., 
7:15  p.m.;  Lindy  Reed,  pastor,  Bir- 
chwood  Church,  Independence,  Mo., 
evangelist;  Carey  Bass,  pastor. 

Poplar  Springs  Church  (Copiah): 
July  15-20;  ■homecoming,  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  dinner  on  the  grounds,  singing, 
1:30  p.m.,  no  night  services;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Mike  Carr,  pastor. 
Wesson  Church,  Wesson,  evangelist; 
Jewell  Greer,  Russell  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  music;  James  Berch,  pastor. 


"lour  Group  Travel  Plans  Just  Naturally  “Fall  Together”  at  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas. 


Gather  your  group  and  come  to 
Eureka  for  quiet  contemplation  and 
good  clean  fun.  Our  village  is  full 
of  family  attractions  your  group 
will  enjoy. 

Fall  brings  a  blaze  of  color  to  the 
surrounding  Ozark  forests,  painting 
leaves  with  palettes  of  yellow,  orange 
and  ochre.  Christmas  lights  brighten 
the  authentic  Victorian  village 
soon  after.  *  - 

At  St.  Elizabeth’s  Catholic 
Church,  the  unique  bell-tower 
entrance  featured  in  Ripley’s  “Believe 
It  Or  Not”  is  a  favorite  group  stop. 


The  Great  Passion  Play 
presents  its  regular 
season  every  day  / 

except  Thursday  / 
and  Monday  / 

through  October  27.  + 

On  the  grounds, 
also,  are  the  Christ  I  ^ — - 

of  the  Ozarks  /T 

Statue,  The  New  \  TJ 
Holy  Land,  Bible  V 

Museum  and  other  \jlz— 

sacred  projects.  \- — 

All  over  Eureka -are 
attractions  appropriate  for  your 


group:  gorgeous  Ozark 
scenery  to  country  music 
to  shopping  and  dining 
\  in  our  Victorian 
\  downtown.  Get  your 
\  group  or  family 
\  together  and 
visit  soon. 

*7  — • 

/  Call  toll  free  or 
/  write  for  a  free  Eureka 
Ly  Springs  brochure  and 
y'  other  information: 


Eureka  Springs 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
P.O.Box  551' 

Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632 
(501) 253-8737 


1  •'800-643 "3546.  Over  One  Hundred  Tears  In  The  Making 


SHARE  THE  GORGEOUS  MOUNT AINSCAPES  AND 
FUN- FILLED  ATTRACTIONS  OF  THE  AREA  WITH  YOUR 
FAMILY!  ITS  YOUR  GROUP’S  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 
IN  THE  OZARKS. 

•  Lakeside  condominiums;  \ 

all  2  or 3  bedrooms  __  .  (ty 

•  Pool,  tennis,  golf,  manna.  CHflH/f/ft/  M  A 

restaurant  A 

:§^sisx™a,alla“*  Wm TsBi 

Eureka  Skrfnos 

(501)  253-7700  or  toll-free  1-800-848-4688 


YOUR  EURHCA  SPRINGS  GROUP  ADVENTURE 
BEGINS  AT  INN  OF  THE  OZARKS 

•  Special  prepackaged  adult  and  youth  tours  (Including 

Great  Passion  Play)  .. 

•  Poolside  area  for  group  barbecues  or  gatherings  ou 

•  Pool,  miniature  golf,  tennis,  family  gameroom  chrtMmM 

•  Economic  church  retreat  packages  ■  ^ 

(501)  253-9768 


Special 

Christmas  Shows: 
Nov.  30, 

Doc.  1, 7-8, 14-15. 
Book  Your  Christmas 
Reservations  NOW. 


Eiulit 


FOR  AFFORDABLE  GROUP  FUN,  WE  RE  *1 

•  Economical  getaway  for  a  family  or  church  retreat 

•  Special  adult  and  church  group  tour  packages  as  low  as 
$46.00  per  person 

•  See  The  Great  Passion  Play  and  Country  Music  Shows 

•  Close  to  historic  downtown  Eureka  Springs 

•  Eureka's  popular  Gazebo  Restaurant  for  great  prime  rib 

•  Trolley  stop,  fitness  center,  heated  pool  and  spa 

•  In  Arkansas.  (501)  253-9551 

1-800-221-3344 


YOUR  GROUP  WILL  ENJOY 

THE  EXCITEMENT  OF 

A  REAL  STEAM  TRAIN  SHOW 

•  You  will  thrill  to  the  sights,  sounds  and  action 
of  old-time  railroading 

•  Your  group  will  enjoy  the  ultimate 
nostalgia  trip  on  the  ES&NA 

•  Your  group  may  also  wish  to 
enjoy  lunch  or  dinner  aboard 
the  Eurekan  Dining  Car 

•  Special  group  rates 

•  We  suggest  your  group  make 
reservations  today 

(501)  253-9623 


EUREKA  SPRINGS’  ORIGINAL  LIVE  COUNTRY  MUSIC 
AND  COMEDY  STAGE  SHOW 

•  Eureka's  most  popular  destination  for  family  entertainment 

•  Organized  group  rates  available 

•  Special  motorcoach  parking,  entrance  and  seating 

•  It's  country,  bluegrass,  big  band,  pop  and  gospel 

(501)  253-9156  Group  Reservation  Fax:  (501 )  253-8937 


Swiss  Village 
Inn 

A  LITTLE  BIT  OF  SWITZERLAND  IN  THE 
BEAUTIFUL  ARKANSAS  OZARKS 

•  Get  the  charm  of  the  old  country  and  the  finest  group  service 
in  the  Ozarks 

•  Special  group  packages  available 

•  Large  group  rooms  available  (upon  request) 

•  Free  continental  breakfast  •  Authorized  trolley  stop 

(501)  253-9541 

1-800-447-6525 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

God’s  bumper  stickers  —  truths  in  proverbs 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Proverbs  22:1-16 

A  bumper  sticker  says,  “Don’t  be  caught  dead 
without  Jesus.”  A  T-shirt  says,  “My  faith  is  on 
the  rock  and  my  name  is  on  the  roll.”  A  church 
sign  proclaims,  “Where 
everybody  is  somebody  and 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.”  Such 
slogans  grab  our  attention 
because  they  pack  a  power¬ 
ful  message  in  a  few  words. 
They  are  like  the  wise  one- 
liners  about  life  in  this  Sun¬ 
day’s  lesson,  Proverbs 
22:1-16. 

Each  of  these  verses 
_  stands  alone  as  general 

Kogers  truth  about  practical,  godly 

living.  Due  to  lack  of  space,  we  will  cover  six 
themes  in  eight  of  the  verses. 

1)  Reputation  is  more  important  than  riches 
(vs.  1). 

“A  good  name”  refers  to  your  reputation.  The 
Good  News  Bible  makes  this  verse  quite  clear: 


UNIFORM 

“If  you  have  to  choose  between  a  good  reputa¬ 
tion  and  great  wealth,  choose  a  good  reputa¬ 
tion.” 

2)  Humility  brings  reward  (vs.  4). 
“Humility”  is  defined  as  “fear  of  the  Lord”. 

Being  humble  is  not  meekness ;  it  is  reverence 
for  God.  When  we  give  Christ  the  glory  for  our 
accomplishments,  we  will  be  rewarded  with 
“riches,  honour,  and  life.” 

3)  Train  and  discipline  children  (vss.  6, 15). 
Christian  parents  have  a  dual  responsibility. 

On  the  positive  side,  we  are  to  teach  our 
children  about  Christ  by  involving  the  family 
in  the  local  church  and  home  devotions.  This 
involvement  should  not  be  left  up  to  the  child 
to  decide  (vs.  6).  On  the  negative  side,  we  are 
to  discipline  our  children  when  they  disobey. 
How  often  have  we  seen  a  parent  scold  a  child, 
only  to  be  ignored  by  the  child?  Spanking  is 
necessary,  but  this  does  not  justify  physical 
abuse  (vs.  15). 


4,  Help  the  poor  (vss.  9,  10). 

Verse  9  offers  a  blessing  on  those  who  feed 
the  poor;  verse  16  warns  of  a  curse  on  those  who 
oppress  the  poor.  Yes,  there  are  those  who  abuse 
welfare,  and  yes,  Jesus  said  that  we  will  always 
have  the  poor  with  us  (Mark  14:7).  We  will 
always  have  unbelievers  with  us,  too.  That  does 
not  mean  we  are  not  to  help  them.  If  we  neglect 
aiding  the  needy  and  neglect  making  a  stand 
for  justice  for  the  poor,  we  are  disobeying  God’s 
Word. 

5)  Don’t  make  excuses  for  laziness  (vs.  13). 

Many  of  the  proverbs  are  humorous  (com¬ 
pare  Proverbs  19:24).  The  one  in  verse  13  pic¬ 
tures  a  lazy  man  excusing  himself  from  work¬ 
ing  because  there  might  be  a  lion  outside.  Let’s 
be  honest  with  ourselves.  Are  some  of  our  ex¬ 
cuses  for  not  serving  the  Lord  just  as 
ridiculous? 

6)  Adultery  is  dangerous  (vs.  14). 

The  “strange”  woman  referred  to  here  is  a 
foreign  woman  who  was  probably  promiscuous. 
Listening  to  her  enticing  words  is  like  falling 
into  a  deep  ditch.  This  warning  was  addressed 


to  a  man,  but  the  same  principle  applies  to  a 
woman,  who  must  avoid  the  dangers  of  the 
charming  man  who  shows  her  more  attention 
than  her  husband  (see  2  Timothy  3:2-6). 

Proverbs  teach  general  truths  about  life. 
Sometimes  the  humble  man  does  not  gain 
riches.  Sometimes  the  parent  trains  the  child 
in  the  Lord,  but  the  child  departs  from  the 
church  and  never  returns.  Sometimes 
adulterers  seem  to  get  away  with  their  sin¬ 
fulness  without  any  earthly  consequences. 
These  exceptions  to  the  rule  do  not  change  the 
overarching  truthfulness  of  these  proverbs. 
Obeying  their  teachings  will  bring  its  reward 
in  the  long  ran. 

Make  a  chart  of  the  lessons  from  life  discuss¬ 
ed  above.  Rate  yourself  and  have  everybody  in 
your  class  rate  themselves  on  a  scale  of  1  to  10 
in  each  area.  Discuss  which  areas  need  im¬ 
provement,  and  pray  for  God’s  guidance.  A 
younger  or  creative  class  may  want  to  design 
their  own  bumper  stickers  to  express  these 
truths  in  their  own  words. 

Rogers  is  pastor.  Calvary  Church,  Gloster. 


Evaluate  your  spiritual  condition' 


By  Jim  Smith 
James  3:1-12 

When  we  want  to  evaluate  our  physical  con¬ 
dition  we  visit  a  doctor  who  checks  a  number 
of  different  factors  before  he  gives  us  a  report 
,  on  our  health.  As  our  lesson 
title  this  week  indicates, 
James  has  given  us  several 
guidelines  for  evaluating  our 
spiritual  condition. 

James  begins  by  giuiagex 
caution  to  those  who  would 
be  teachers  or  leaders  in  a 
position  to  influence  others 
by  what  we  say.  Unlike  today 
where  we  usually  own 
several  Bibles  as  well  as  ex- 
Smith  cellent  published  literature 
for  Sunday  School  and  all  of  our  organizations, 
the  early  church  depended  on  their  teachers  for 
instruction.  Interpretations,  doctrines  and,  yes, 
even  scripture  was  passed  along  verbally  — 
from  teacher  to  member.  Like  the  rabbi  of  the 
Jews,  the  teacher  in  the  early  church  gained 
great  respect.  It  was  and  is  a  great  responsibili- 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


ty.  As  the  teacher  in  the  early  church  touched 
each  new  convert,  he  indoctrinated  each  per¬ 
son  with  his  (teacher’s)  own  knowledge  and 
faith. 

A  teacher  teaches  not  only  by  word  but  by 
idapd  (actions  and  lifestyle) ;  both  must  be  pure 
and  exemplary  before  the  world.  If  our  life  is 
in  contradiction  to  our  words  ( teachings)  then 
we  dishonor  God  and  give  an  unclear  message 
to  young  Christians  and  the  world  —  a  Chris¬ 
tian  must  not  be  double  minded.  James  1:8  says 
“A  double  minded  man  is  unstable  in  all  his 
ways.” 

The  teacher’s  method  of  communication  is 
his  speech  (words)  and  the  agent  of  com¬ 
munication  is  his  tongue.  This  is  what  James 
was  really  warning  us  about.  We  must  constant¬ 
ly  be  on  guard  as  to  the  words  we  employ  and 
how  and  when  we  say  them. 

An  adage  says  that  the  most  dangerous  let¬ 


ter  in  the  alphabet  is  the  letter  “S”  because  it 
turns  words  into  swords.  For  the  teacher  with 
a  captive  audience  —  a  following  if  you  will  — 
it  is  extremely  easy  to  get  caught  up  in  espous¬ 
ing  the  truth  according  to  the  teacher  instead 
of  according  to  God.  One  may  easily  begin  to 
wax  eloquently  and  to  make  statements  about 
things  and  people  which  are  not  only  inap¬ 
propriate  but  may  be  even  unfounded,  un¬ 
necessary,  and  often  quite  untrue. 

James  says  we  all  offend  (stumble-sin)  in 
many  ways  but  if  a  man  never  slips  in  his 
speech  he  has  attained  perfection  in  God  and 
will  be  able  to  keep  his  entire  body  (entire  sin¬ 
ful  nature)  under  control. 

Christians  must  constantly  be  on  guard  when 
we  speak,  for  there  is  no  sin  easier  to  fall  into 
than  to  speak  that  which  should  never  be 
spoken.  How  many  of  you  have  spoken  an  un¬ 
timely  word  and  wished  you  had  it  back  the  se¬ 
cond  it  left  your  mouth? 

Through  numerous  examples  James  shows 
us  that  the  tongue  is  little  but  powerful,  it  is 
destructive,  it  is  undisciplined,  it  is  deceitful, 
and  it  is  devilish.  While  before  God  there  is  no 


sin  greater  than  any  other,  it  is  not  so  in  the  eyes 
of  men.  We  often  rationalize  that  it  is  “worse” 
to  commit  murder  or  to  steal  a  large  sum  of 
money  than  to  be  a  party  to  gossip  and  half- 
truths  (whole  lies).  A  murderer  or  thief  com¬ 
mits  the  sin,  and  it  is  quite  often  finished. 
However  a  gossip  continues  to  spread  the  lies 
which  once  released  are  like  the  seeds  blown 
from  a  dandelion,  they  can  never  be  recalled 
and  the  poison  grows  and  spreads  ever  outwacd 
from  the  source. 

Our  words  reveal  the  thoughts  of  our  minds 
and  the  true  nature  of  our  hearts.  If  we  speak 
with  a  double  tongue,  good  in  one  breath  and 
bad  in  the  next,  it  reveals  the  lack  of  stability 
and  commitment  in  our  soul.  Let  us  be  as  Jesus 
commanded  in  Matt.  5:37,  “But  let  your  com¬ 
munication  be,  Yea,  yea;  Nay,  nay:  for  what¬ 
soever  is  more  than  these  cometh  of  evil.”  Let 
us  further  be  bound  that  once  our  word  is  given 
we  are  faithful  to  it. 

As  committed  Christians  let  us  strive  to  be 
pure  in  heart,  in  mind,  in  body,  in  deed,  and  in 
word,  for  God  will  bless  us  for  it. 

Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian. 


Boaz  redeems  Ruth,  provides  lesson  in  Rope 


By  Lannie  Wilbourn 
Ruth  3:1-4:22 

Everyone  deserves  a  future!  Naomi  wanted 
Ruth  to  have  a  future  in  spite  of  their  common 
tragic  pasts.  It  was  the  older  widow  who  took 
the  initiative  to  move  away 
from  their  past  with  the 
question,  .  .  should  I  not 
try  to  find  a  home  for  you, 
where  you  will  be  well  pro¬ 
vided  for?” 

All  of  us  have  past  lives  lit¬ 
tered  with  the  wounds  of  lost 
loves  and  painful  memories. 
Ruth’s  willingness  to  trust 
Naomi’s  counsel  to  move 
[||(M  .  from  the  past  and  into  the 

W  ilbourn  future  is  genuine  counsel  to 
us  also.  We  thrive  on  the  anticipation  of 
something  good  to  come  in  the  future. 

Once  our  society  was  more  seasonal  in  its 
outlook.  In  the  harshness  of  a  cold  winter,  the 
warm  weather  of  spring  was  anticipted.  In  the 
heat  of  summer,  the  cool,  crisp  days  of  fall  were 
delightful  to  consider.  Now,  in  our  climate  con¬ 
trolled  offices  and  homes,  we  seldom  anticipate 
the  future  changing  of  seasons.  In  the  last 
twenty-five  years  the  changes  brought  by  com¬ 
puters,  space  exploration,  and  medical 
technology  have  us  wondering  what  is  left  to  ex¬ 
cite  us  about  the  future.  That  sense  of 
hopelessness  is  pervasive  in  our  society. 


BIBLE  BOOK 

Everyone  deserves  a  future!  Naomi  said  it 
to  Ruth.  I’m  saying  it  to  you.  God,  through  his 
Word,  says  it  to  our  world  today.  In  this  biblical 
story  we  see  God  at  work  in  the  world  then,  giv¬ 
ing  Ruth  and  Naomi  a  greater  future  beyond 
their  comprehension. 

Naomi  took  the  initiative  required  to  deal 
with  their  difficulty.  As  the  older  and  wiser 
believer,  she  knew  there  were  solutions  to  their 
problems.  Her  question  to  Ruth  is  instructive 
to  every  person  experiencing  problems, 

. .  Should  I  not  try  . . .?”  The  laws  and  pro¬ 
cedures  to  protect  and  help  were  available  to 
Naomi  and  Ruth.  Naomi’s  desire  was  for  a 
family  of  quality  relationships.  The  law  provid¬ 
ed  that  a  near  kinsman  would  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  helping  in  such  tragedy  as  these 
widows  faced.  It  remains  true  today  that  accep¬ 
tance  of  family  responsibility  is  the  beginning 
point  of  quality  relationships.  Self-respect  and 
public  reputation  are  gained  when  family 
responsibilities  are  handled  well. 

Upon  Naomi’s  initiative  and  advice,  Ruth 
went  to  the  threshing  floor  where  Boaz  was 
working.  The  recent  famine  meant  that  a  good 
harvest  brought  joy  to  Boaz.  It  also  brought  the 
danger  of  thieves  so  he  spent  the  night  at  the 
threshing  floor  as  a  guard.  Naomi  was  aware 


of  his  schedule  Ruth  made  her  desire  to  marry 
known  by  a  custom  of  the  day.  It  was  an  entirely 
honorable  and  moral  act  to  lie  at  the  feet  of  the 
kinsman-redeemer  until  he  awoke.  Boaz  gave 
a  positive  reply  bv  covering  Ruth  with  his  gar¬ 
ment.  She  had  hidden  her  identity  earlier  with 
a  large  shawl  over  her. 

When  the  “proposal”  was  completed  during 
the  night,  Ruth  did  not  leave  but  stayed  until 
early  morningland  left  before  daylight  the 
shawl  filled  with  barley.  Boaz  then  arranged  the 
legal  procedures  for  a  proper  marriage  Tten 
elders  were  gathered  inside  the  city  gate  to  wait 
for  the  man  nearest  kin  to  Naomi.  Boaz  knew 
the  man  and  his  financial  condition  and  used 
the  information  to  advantage.  Today  we  would 
call  Boaz  a  “real  horse  trader”  for  the  deal  he 
struck.  Naomi  was  forced  by  her  difficulties  to 


sell  her  property.  The  nearest  kinsman  was 
always  offered  first  option.  Boaz  made  the  of¬ 
fer  with  the  condition  of  marrying  Ruth  to  con¬ 
tinue  Elimelech’s  family  line.  This  meant  that 
Ruth’s  son  would  inherit  the  property.  The  un¬ 
named  relative  was  unwilling  or  unable  to 
marry  Ruth.  Boaz  anticipated  this  answer  and 
immediately  closed  the  deal  by  exchanging  a 
sandal  before  the  10  witnesses.  This  exchange 
was  the  legal  method  of  closing  business  deals. 

Boaz  and  Ruth  married  soon.  God  blessed 
them  with  a  son  who  became  the  grandfather 
of  King  David.  Yes,  Naomi  and  Ruth  indeed  h$d 
a  future  at  a  time  when  it  appeared  bleak.  God 
worked  through  tragedy  to  triumph  using  the 
available  message,  methods,  and  morals  pro¬ 
vided  in  his  word. 

Wilbourn  is  pastor.  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 


Churches  adopt  expanded  annuity 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  Baptist  Record:  Lebanon:  Petal- 
the  Expanded  Church  Annuity  Plan  since  Harvey;  Pike:  Unity;  Pontotoc:  New 
those  reported  in  the  June  7  issue  of  the  Faith  and  Troy ;  and  Walthall :  Calvary. 


Mr.  Jm  W.  Foabec 
C  .  4  O.  Auto  Part* 

Mrs.  Karen  S.  Crawford 
Jalius  W.  Foshee 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc 
Mr.  Keith  Faster 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  N.  B.  McLean 
Adult  ladies  II  Sunday 
School.  Galilee  BC 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  A.  Anders 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Elwood  Crain 
Mr.  4  Mrs  D.  J.  Griffin 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Havard 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Raymond  Iverson 
Mrs.  Dorothy  McLain 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sam  McNeil  Jr. 
Barney  4  Martha  Poole 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gavin  E. 

Robertson 
Mr.  Cliff  Rogers 
Mrs.  Peggy  Shuckrow 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  L.  Stokes 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jack  Stubbs  Sr. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lynn  Taylor 
Mr  Donald  A.  Thompson 

(To  be  continued) 


Mr.  Carl  Estes 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  FBC 
Tupelo  — 

Mr.  Herbert  Everett 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Suber 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tbm  Rice 
Mrs.  Jack  Falkenberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lonnie  Etheridge 
Mr.  David  (Dave)  Falkenheiner 
Mr  4  Mrs.  L.  K.  Bell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  P  White 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  F.  C.  DeBoe 
Mr.  Houston  E.  Mathes 
Mrs.  Key  Woods 


Mr.  Mas  K.  Drechsler 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jack  Rose 
Nephew  of  Ruth  Duffee 
Mary  Chastain  Circle,  FBC 
Grenada 

Mr.  James  Herbert  “Baddy’’ 
Early 

Mrs.  Frances  R.  Lester 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
4  Wendy  _ 

Mrs.  Pernella  Alford  Earp 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  W. 

Dannenberg 

The  Bob  Williamson  Family 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  F.  Brawn 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Edmondson  , 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  J.  Knight 
Jim  P.  Edwards 
Mr  4  Mrs.  B.  Y  Bradshaw 
Carrie  Sue  Ertle 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mike  4  Ricky  Ertle 
Mrs.  L.  V.  Martin 
Thomas  Richard  ’’Ricky”  Ertle 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Sanford 


Mrs.  Utah  Comfort 
Mr.  Clarence  H.  Gregory 
Miss  Wilma  Coney 
Mr  4  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Mr.  Billy  Coulee 
Ms  Audrey  M.  Williams 
Mrs.  Rita  Cask 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  A.  H.  Ward 
Mrs.  Kay  Cooley 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Edwin  G.  Evans 


baptist  QhiULrttts  Villa 

Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
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Mrs.  Lucille  Cooper 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Martin 
Mrs.  Margie  M.  Cooper 
Mr  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jimmy  R. 

Williams 

Mr.  Austin  Cooper 
Mr  4  Mrs  Frank  P  Corage 
Mr.  Mike  Cordell 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  John  Estess 
Mrs.  Gene  Cos  per 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Stamps 
Mr.  S.  S.  Cotton 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mr.  Mac  Coulter 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  D.  Polk 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ronald  McPhail 
Malcolm  Coulter 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herman  L. 

Dungan  Jr. 

Mr.  Travis  Coulter 
Mr.  4  Mrs  W.  T.  Beasley 
Ms.  Eva  Gae  Winn 
Mrs.  Agusta  Covington 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Frank  Cox 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Woodrow  Pack 
Mrs.  Ellene  Cox 
Miss  Kathleen  Thornton 
Ernestine  Crane 
c  Mrs.  Billie  Peoples 
Ms.  Ann  Scott 

Kathryn  (Katie)  June  Crane 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Don  Howie 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tommy  M. 

Mayatt 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Danny  W.  Hardee 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Crawford 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  John  Estess 
Henry  Buck  (Pete)  Crocker 
Ms.  Una  Hamil 
Mrs.  Marie  Cross 
Mrs.  Lynn  Johnson 
Mrs.  Marie  Crowder 
Crosby  Baptist  Church 
Bertha  Crowten 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist 
Church 

Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Culberson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  H.  Ashburn 
Mrs.  Mittie  Daiier 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lang  Jr. 
Mrs.  Bessie  Daniel 
Mrs.  Larry  O'Conner 
Darrell  Brian  Daugherty 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Owen 
Dr.  L.  L.  (Van)  Davis.  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  WUliam  L. 

Barbee 

Mr.  4  Mrs  W.  R.  Elliott 
Mr.  Joe  G.  Montgomery  Jr. 
Jerry  Davis 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mr.  L.  L.  Davis 
Mr  4  Mrs  BUI  Barbee 
Ms.  Tfeeny  Barbee 
■mt.  T.  H.  Davit 

Mrs.  Ernie  Campbell 
Mrs.  Eva  Lusk 
Mrs.  Margaret  DeBoae 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Dr.  Freda  Dennis 
Mrs  Mack  V  Furlow 
Mr.  Chester  Denson 
Mrs  Flora  M.  Stay  4 
Elizabeth 

Mrs.  Mamie  Denson 
Mrs  Nell  R.  Lipham 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  John  W  Steen.  Jr. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Denton 
Dr.  R.  C.  OTterrall 
Joseph  D.  Dickey 
Mr  4  Mrs  Thomas  D. 
Hendrix 

Michael  Edward  Dillard 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Glen  Whittington 
Mrs.  Cleopatra  Dixon 
Mr  4  Mrs  Lamar  Douglas 
Mr.  Sid  Dobbs.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  A.  D.  Holliman 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gene  D.  Holliman 
Mrs.  Allie  Mae  S.  Doggett 
Mr  4  Mrs  F  C  Hobgood 
Jack  Donnefl 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Thte 
Dr.  Eugene  Doran 
Miss  Earline  Woods 
Mrs.  Zula  W.  Doubleday 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Douglas 
Mr  4  Mrs  Max  Hughes 
Dr.  4  Mrs  farl  Bozeman 
Mr  Billy  Frank  Ferrell 
Mrs  Gwen  S  Ferrell-Alien 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs.  Polly  Farmer 
Mrs.  George  E.  Hart 
Chris  Ferris 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  D.  D.  Farmer  Sr. 
Howard  B.  Fikes 
Oak  Grave  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Glenn  Fite 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mr.  E.  E.  Flournoy 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  H.  Brandon 

Mrs.  Mabel  Fortenberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ronald  McPhail 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Merle  A.  Riley 


Mrs.  W.  R.  Bruce 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  F  Bratton 
Mrs.  Joe  Cobb 
Mrs.  Frankie  Buckley 
Mr  Dudley  Williamson 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Burford 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Carl  M  Kelly 
Mi.  Stella  C.  Burke 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  M.  Smiley 
Mrs.  Annie  B.  Burns 
Miss  Julia  C.  Burns 
Mrs.  Beatrice  D.  Burns 
Ms.  Mildred  E.  Coleman 
Hazel  Mays 
Robert  Earl  Bustin 
The  N.  B.  Burkes  Family 
The  William  A.  Huff  Family 
Mrs.  Janie  Sutton  Calcote 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  R.  Rogers 


Mr.  Troy  Beech 
Mr.  Dudley  Williamson 

Aden  Bell 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  D.  D.  Farmer  Sr. 
Mrs.  Cordie  Bell 
Ifcylor  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Bell 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Van  D.  Stone  Jr. 
Mrs.  Pat  Beil 
The  Billy  M.  Sherman 
Family 

Ms.  Veona  Belne 
Mr  4  Mrs.  E.  H  Ashburn 
Mrs.  Marie  Bennett 
Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Cobb 
Mary  Berardi 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight  4 


April  1,  1990  - 
May  31,  1990 
MEMORIALS 


Mr.  Thomas  B.  Abernathy 
Rev.  Thomas  G.  Johnson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herman  Johnson 
Mr.  Charlie  Abraham,  Jr. 

Mr  4  Mrs.  David  Bagley 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  John  Estess 
Mrs.  Christine  Abrams 
Ms.  Helen  M.  Phillips 
Alene  Moore  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  Etoile  P.  Liles 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Parker  Naron 


Mrs.  Mayme  L.  Prevost 


Family 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Berryhill 
Mrs.  Mildred  H.  Nichols  4 
Family 

James  Bethea 
Ms.  Claudine  Davis 
Miss  Sue  Reynolds 
Mr.  Cleburne  Seville 
Rev.  4  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Mr.  W.  A.  Bilbo 
Mr  4  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Mr.  Kelly  Black 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ira  Lee 
Kirkpatrick  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mae  Blackwell 
Mrs.  Mary  Ruth  Hartford 
O.  B.  Blackwell 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mrs.  Fannie  Jane  Blalock 
Mrs.  Floyd  Griffin 
Mr  4  Mrs.  S.  M  Dowdie 
Mrs.  Alice  Blount 
Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Roberts 
Miss  Cura  Bobo 
Miss  Elizabeth  Dakin 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Pete  Alford 


Richard  Earl  Alford 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  George  Myers 
Mr.  C.  O.  Allen 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Wallace  Gray  Jr. 

Mr  Dan  King 
Mr.  Ralph  M.  Allen 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dan  Carter 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Crum 
Mrs.  Mamie  Allen  _ 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Marchetti 
Tony  Anthony 
Ms.  Ida  E.  Ingram 
Mr.  L.  E.  Armistead 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  EHzabeth  Austin 
Mrs.  Pern  M.  Lyter 
Mrs.  Hallie  Avent 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Vaughn  Avent 
Ms.  Mary  A.  Ledbetter 
Mr.  Sidney  Bailey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 
Mrs.  Frances  R.  Lester 
Sam  H.  Bailey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  E.  Nail 
Mr.  George  D.  Ball 
Mrs  Betty  D.  Jensen 
Mr.  Stanford  Ball 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bowen 
Mrs.  R.  F.  Ballard  i 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  D.  Thornton  , 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Bankhead 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Donald  Jackson 
Mr.  Lawrence  Bankston 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Green 
Mrs.  Bessie  Bankston  ’ 

TEL  Sunday  School. 

Springfield  BC 
Bobby  Barham 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Howard  S.  Clarke 
Mr.  Lawrence  Barnes 
Ms.  Tfcxie  1.  Prather 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Jane  P.  Ireland 
Mrs.  Harriet  Barnes 
Mr  4  Mrs  M.  L.  Turpin  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Barnett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Thomas  O.  Risher 
Mr.  John  Frank  Barnett 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ibm  Pettey 
Mr.  Rudy  Baross 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Billy  Skelton 
Mrs.  Pat  M.  Barrett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Ruhis  Aubrey  Barton 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mrs.  John  C.  Batte.  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  C  E.  Johnson 
Elisabeth  J.  Batte 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Raymond  S. 

Martin  Jr 
Mrs.  Altie  Beal 
Mrs  Abbie  Thomas 
Mrs.  Gladys  Beauchamp 
Ms  Ethel  Ibwnsend 
Mrs.  James  L.  (Barbara) 

Beckham 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Earl  B.  Allen 
Mother  of  Mr.  Alan  Bee 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Sam  M.  Brand 
Mr.  T.  C.  Beech 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 


Miss  Mary  L.  Leigh 
Guy  Sutton  Family 

Mrs.  Corinne  Calloway 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Ola  Cannon 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Ronald  Seiden 
Mr.  Hoyt  Alvin  Cantrell 
Mrs.  Margaret  Fredericks 
Miss  Sherry  Caraway 
Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Webb  Taylor 
Mrs  Cecil  Boswell 
Ailene  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Brassel 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Tbm  Rice 
Bro.  Horace  Carpenter 
The  R.  B.  Lowrey  Family 
Wallace  Carpenter 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Carroll 
Esther  Sunday  School. 

Calvary  BC  Meridian 
Mrs.  Ellis  Cartright 
Miss  Sue  4  Hettie  Williams 
Mrs.  Mary  Lynn  Castle 
Mrs.  June  T.  Brooks 
Mrs.  Thornton  Burns 
Miss  Ruth  Catledge 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Adams 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  L.  Gordon  Sa rising 
Ms.  Inez  R.  McKinion 
Mrs.  George  P.  (Velma)  Chain 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  O. 

Kynerd 

Mr.  Paul  Chambers 
Frank  R.  Thomas  Co,  Inc. 
The  N  B.  Burkes  Family 
George  Richard  Chandler 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Corage 
Mrs.  Ollie  Mae  Chappell 
Mr  4  Mrs  A  W  Lang  Jr 
Mr.  Curtis  Chisolm 
Ms.  Martha  C.  Creekmore 
Mrs.  Brownie  L.  Peden 
Mr.  Oma  Chisom 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Davis 
laither  4  Lawrence  Choate 
Mrs  Hattie  Choate 
Mrs.  Sally  L.  Choate 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  M  Smiley 
Bobby  C.  Clark 
Mr  4  Mrs.  D.  D  Farmer  Sr. 
Linda  Cooley 
Mrs  Mattie  L.  James 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lamar  Sansing 
Chesley  V.  Cobh 
Mr  4  Mrs.  O.  R  Gladden 
Mr  4  Mrs  C.  M  Mitchell 
David  Cobb 

Mrs.  Katherine  A.  Gladden 
Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  M  Mitchell 
Mary  Emma  Martin  Cobb 
Mr  it  Mrs  James  S.  Pilgrim 
Mr.  W.  M.  Cochran 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Ibm  Rice 
Mr.  Leon  Cohn 
Mr  4  Mrs.  R  M.  Russell  Jr 
Mr.  Danny  Culvert 
Mr  4  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Miss  Joyce  Colvin 
Mrs  Mattie  B.  Cooper 
Mrs  Frances  B  Hassell 


19  Make  Professions  of  Faith 
During  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week 

Sunday  through  Wednesday,  June  24-27,  all  the  staff  and 
children  from  the  six  Baptist  Children’s  Village  campuses  were 
on  the  India  Nunnery  Campus  near  Jackson  for  a  time  of 
Spiritual  Emphasis  and  Revival. 

Our  guest  evangelist  was  Rev.  Phil  Waldrep  of  Trinity, 
Alabama. 

It  takes  a  great  deal  of  work  from  all  the  staff  and  coopera¬ 
tion  from  all  the  children  for  an  endeavor  of  this  size  to  be  possi¬ 
ble.  The  spirit  of  unity  and  cooperation  that  was  visible  can  only 
be  credited  to  each  of  you  allowing  God’s  Spirit  to  work  in  your 
hearts. 

I  want  to  express  several  “thank-yous”  to  all  the  Child  Care 
Workers  -  YOU  ARE  THE  BEST!  And  to  our  Supply  Depart¬ 
ment  for  having  all  the  supplies  ready  for  our  meals  —  YOU 


Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Lamar  Bowie 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Carl  O.  Morris 
Cofoaei  (Ret.)  E.  L.  "Mae" 

Bateman 

Mr  4  Mrs  Malcolm  W 
Heard 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  S.  Hardy 
Stacie  Michelle  Bradford 
Ms  Ramona  Baron 

Mr.  Albert  Brand 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

B.  F.  Breazeale 
Mrs.  Mildred  B.  Crawford 
E.  T.  Brewer 

Rev.  4  Mrs.  Robert  Anding 
Mrs.  Blance  Williams 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Alton  Atwood 
Mr  4  Mrs  M.  R  Reeves 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Williams 
Mr.  Leeman  Britt 
Sr.  Adult  Sunday  School. 
Siloam  BC 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  S.  Brooks 
Mrs.  Willie  Sessums 
Billy  Brown.  Jr. 

Mr  Ralph  Avent 
Mr.  Charles  G.  Brown 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Jack  Rose 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Earl  Gillon 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Smith  Brown 
Ms.  Mary  Flynn 
Mr  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  Prentiss  E.  Brown 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Lowry 
Mr  4  Mrs  M  E.  Hill 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  Combe  4 
Family 

Mrs.  Edith  Rowland 


and  children  in  their  Sunday  night  worship  service,  and  for  the 
generous  offering  they  took  to  help  us  pay  our  Revival  expenses. 

And  last  but  not  least,  we  want  to  say  “THANK  YOU”  to  our 
many  special  guests  that  provided  our  special  music,  God  truly 
used  you  to  prepare  our  hearts. 

Your  fellow  servant, 

Jerry  Jackson 

Director  of  Public  Relations 
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Thursday,  July  12,  1990 


Tncf  y.  f  U0  Dorn rrl  Baptist  teachers  denied  Vietnam 

Ul&L  1UI  LIlC  i\CL/U I  vi  visas:  other  CSI  work  continues 


HONG  KONG  (BP)  -  Five  sity  of  Kentucky  in  Lexington.  Both 
Southern  Baptist  teachers  planning  to  have  spent  the  last  two  years  teaching 
work  in  Vietnam  this  summer  have  in  China. 

Securing  visas  and  the  availability 


Jr  been  denied  visas  to  enter  the  country.  Securing  visas  and  the  availability 

But  other  Southern  Baptist  medical  of  Southern  Baptist  teachers  were 
2*  and  agricultural  work  continues  in  the  Shelby’s  two  main  concerns  in  prepar- 
«Jr  country,  according  to  Jack  Shelby,  ing  for  the  English-teaching  projects 
w  Hong  Kong-based  administrator  for  in  Vietnam. 

Cooperative  Services  International,  “Anything  like  this  has  a  negative 
the  Southern  Baptist  aid  organization,  impact,”  he  said  of  the  visa  problems. 
'  The  visa  denial  marks  the  second  “People  don’t  like  to  live  with  uncer- 
«  time  the  Vietnamese  government  has  tainty.  But  we’ll  keep  on  trying.” 

refused  visas  for  teachers  with  CSI.  Currently,  CSI  works  in  10 
,  Shelby  speculated  the  visas  were  agricultural,  health,  and  social  pro- 
.  row  denied  because  Vietnam’s  govern-  jects  in  Vietnam.  The  organization 
mber  ment  fears  current  unrest  in  other  supplies  basic  medical  equipment  to 
oper,  parts  of  the  world.  In  recent  weeks  small  rural  hospitals  and  clinics, 
Vietnamese  security  officials  have  assists  in  several  agricultural  efforts 
will  denied  visas  for  Americans,  except  and  provides  literature  and  equip- 
16-23  tourists  in  organized  tour  groups.  ment  for  Vietnamese  social  workers. 
ngat  “Because  of  the  current  security  CSI  also  is  working  with  Grace  Bap- 
sweep,  foreign  English  teachers  are  tist  Church  and  Vietnam’s  social 
*  Approximately  20  guests  attended  unfortunately  caught  in  the  situation,”  welfare  department  to  develop  a  voca- 
the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Shelby  said.  tional  rehabilitation  and  education 

50-Year  Club  held  recently  at  Clarke  A  Mennonite  English  teacher,  center  for  street  children  in  Ho  Chi 
College.  This  organization  was  in-  Miriam  Hershberger,  was  expelled  Minh  City  (formerly  Saigon), 
itiated  by  the  Clarke  College  Depart-  from  Vietnam  in  early  June.  The  CSI  has  preliminary  plans  to  help 
ment  of  Alumni  and  Development  to  government  charged  her  with  inciting  Vietnamese  doctors  train  communi- 
horior  former  Clarke  students  who  student  unrest  by  uSing  English-  ty  health  nurses  in  anti-malaria  and 
graduated  50  years  ago  or  previously,  language  newspapers  in  classes  she  nutrition  programs  so  they  can  in  turn 
J.  Hardee  Kennedy,  president,  presid-  taught  at  Hanoi  Foreign  Language  train  families  in  rural  areas, 
ed  and  certificates  of  membership  College.  She  had  been  in  Vietnam  The  organization  also  hopes  to  send 
were  awarded  to  new  members,  since  last  September  and  was  about  Clifford  Randall,  a  water  pollution 
Lunch  was  served.  to  finish  the  school  year.  control  specialist,  on  a  one-month 

Diane  Gomillion  of  Union,  enter-  Despite  the  difficulties,  Shelby  still  assignment  as  consultant  to  the 
tained  the  group  with  several  vocal  hopes  to  secure  visas  for  two  of  the  Tropical  Medicine  Genter  in  Ho  Chi 
presentations.  teachers  —  Frances  Petersen  and  Minh  City  later  this  year.  He  is  a  pro- 

Providence  Church,  Lawrence  Hazel  Garner,  both  professors  at  fessor  at  Virginia  Polytechnic  In- 
County,  will  have  its  annual  Mobile  (Ala.)  College.  They  taught  in  stitute  and  State  University  in 
homecoming  and  spiritual  awakening  Vietnam  last  summer  and  hope  to  Blacksburg, 
conference.  Homecoming  services  return  to  the  University  of  Agriculture 
will  be  held,  July  15,  with  the  Spiritual  No.  3  of  Bac  Thai  province  in  northern 
Awakening  Conference,  July  16-20.  Vietnam. 

Sunday  School  will  begin  at  10a.m.  But  Shelby  believes  it’s  too  late  to 
with  morning  worship  at  11.  Dinner  reapply  for- -summer  visas  for  Vi 
will  be  served  on  the  grounds  follow-  Mane  Thylor  of  Austin,  Texas,  and 
ing  morning  service  with  afternoon  Glenn  and  Rose  Davis  of  Frankfort, 
services  immediately  following.  Ky. 

Mike  Reid.  Tbpeka  Church,  will  con-  ‘The  timing  just  isn’t  right  now,” 
duct  Sunday  services.  Wiley  Reid,  said  Thylor,  who  also  was  denied  a 
Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven,  will  Vietnam  visa  last  year  when  Viet- 
be  the  evangelist  Monday  night;  Bob  namese  troops  were  pulled  out  of 
Freedom  Church,  Jones  County,  held  a  ground  breaking  service.  May  23,  for  self.  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  Tues-  Cambodia.  ‘The  Lord  is  moving  and 
new  sanctuary.  day;  Bendon  Ginn,  Easthaven  when  it’s  the  appropriate  time,  doors 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  with  shovels,  are  Harold  Lott,  trustee;  Dewitt  Strickland,  chair-  Church,  Brookhaven,  Wednesday ;  will  be,opened" 
an,  building  committee;  J.  T.  Norton,  chairman  of  deacons;  Justin  Walters,  member,  Charles  Dewitt,  Mineral  Springs  Mis-  Taylor  had  planned  to  design  cur- 
id  Tracy  Hipps,  pastor.  sionary  Church,  Thylorsville,  Thurs-  riculum  and  teaching  materials  for  an 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Bruce,  recently  participated  in  the 
annual  GA  recognition  service.  Receiving  badges  for  their  work 
in  Mission  Adventure  book,  left  to  right,  front  row,  are  Dawn 
Henry,  Tiffany  Gray,  Darla  Bramlitt,  Kathryn  Mize,  Emily  Christ, 


killed 


Homecomings 


Beulah  Church  (Newton):  July  22; 
Rod  Rochester,  guest  speaker ;  lunch 
will  be  served  at  noon;  singing  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Blue  Springs: 
July  29;  10  a  m.  with  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Michi  Lesley  and  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Quartet,  music;  Johnny 
McCullough,  pastor. 

Mt.  Moriah  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 
(Lincoln):  July  15-18;  homecoming, 
Sunday,  covered  dish  dinner  on 
grounds,  noon;  afternoon  singing, 
1:45;  no  night  services;  Greg  Potts, 
Brookhaven,  guest  speaker;  Har- 
risville  Quartet  from  Harrisville, 
singers;  revival  services,  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Greg  Potts,  evangelist;  Tim 
and  BeVerly  Drane,  music;  Gene  Er¬ 
win,  pastor. 


.  KUPMB  conducted  by  Donald  C.  McCary, 

Ml  gpn  ilidjlM  111. i  yB  minister  of  music  and  youth.  The 

T  ml  r&’jl  choir  acompanist  is  Sylvia  McCary, 

Jl*  uho  is  a*so  a  soloist  for  the  group 
■  \ j  nr  There  are  48  young  people  in  the  tour 

^  (■  •  -  M  IJfi  8rouP  Greg  Martin  is  pastor 

a  member  of 

Smith 

1  mm  10 

~v| £«■ 

®  Jf  -’'^oPryK  .m  i 

Volunteer  Fire  Department  for  its  use 

Internal  Auditors  gift  —  The  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Institute  of  Inter-  and  occupancy, 
nal  Auditors  has  presented  the  Mississippi  College  Leland  Speed  Library  with  an  In  1987,  the  church  dedicated  a  new 
internal  auditing  starter  library  in  appreciation  for  a  series  of  seminars  conducted  sanctuary/educational  building  on 


by  Clintonian  Sandra  Parks,  assistant  professor  of  accounting,  for  their  organization  Highway  18  West  in  Sylvarena.  This 
Pictured,  from  left,  are  Michael  Chandler.  Jackson;  Marty  Moore,  Clinton;  J.  B.  Howell,  became  the  sixth  building  occupied  by 
college  librarian;  Mrs.  Parks;  Annice  Barton,  Jackson;  and  Gerald  Lee,  Clinton,  dean  Sylvarena  Church  since  its  organiza- 
of  the  School  of  Business  at  Mississippi  College.  Chandler,  Moore,  and  Barton  all  tion  in  1867. 
represent  the  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  of  IIA.  (MC  Photo)  Alan  Balliet  is  the  pastor. 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


